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Ayearcan make abig difference. Kinetic Systems is a diversified firm 

The picture on the left was avail- that can help you in more ways than 
ablefor press releases and one, 

brochure production one year ear- ^ j 

lerthan ihe oclualbulcing con. نتس‎ epe 

struction onthe right. Forthattime ^ and developedby Mark Lee & 

period, this developer had not only Associates, ine. 

uncanny photographs of this proj- 

ect, but Se beautifully detailed william M. Burwell 

scale model display with whichto Parviz Vessall 

attract potential tenants. 


We have a complete slide Kinetic Systems, Inc. 
catalogue of our most recent work — 1177 West Loop South 
and wouldliketohavethe chance 90151459  . 

loshow you what we can do for Houston, Texas 77027 
yournext project. 743/627-2233 
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CRASAS 


How to rejuvenate 
an old school, in 
one easy lesson. 


Before: 


hen the Pharr-San Juan-Alamo School District in South Texas considered renovating their 
56-year-old school building, it seemed to be a time-consuming, expensive proposition. 

But SUREWALL® Surface Bonding Cement made it elementary. 

The old mortar between the bricks of the Sorensen Elementary School was flaking and had 
deteriorated to the point of jeopardizing the structural soundness of the building. Because 
SUREWALL Cement contains a glass fiber reintorcement in a cement matrix, it not only gave the 
building a new stucco-like finish that requires little upkeep, it also strengthened the structure itself, 
saving the old school for use for many years to come. 

The renovation took little over a month, and was an inexpensive answer to a complex problem. 

To find out more about new construction or remodeling with SUREWALL Surface Bonding 
Cement, write or call Barrett Industries. We'll be glad to give you the information you need. 

To make school building problems elementary. 


Barrett Industries 


Manufacturers and distributors of SUREWALL Surface Bonding Cement. 
Rt. 3 Box 211 BI San Antonio, Texas 78218 

(512) 651-6550 or toll free 1-800-292-5302. 

SUREWALL * is a registered trademark of the WR. Bonsal Co. 


Circle 12 on Reader Inquiry Card 


Seeing is believing, right?... Wrong! 


The most noticeable feature of CADO furnishings is eminent beauty, which is the result of combining the highest grade 
woods with today's finest craftsmanship. But there's a more important reason to specify award-winning CADO furnishings. 
And that's design. You see, CADO is a component system, where each unit functions individually, or combines to create an 
efficient and versatile office environment. The advantage? You can create according to exact specifications for display, 
storage or entertainment. From rugs, furnishings and lighting to our renowned wall systems, a CADO office is the unity of 
form and function, not just a beautiful room. 


Shown are a few of the many components available to create a CADO wall system. 


RS-204 
Fiuorescent light 


To be used with 
ING 30” track. 
Magazine shelf, 


151 Bar cabinet with flap. 112 ree E ps 109 Desk with drop front. | 
LF 150 Record cabinet. 


124 Cabinet with doors. 134 Cabinet with optional 110-F Chest of drawers with file 
refrigerator. drawer for legal or letter size. 


For information on the complete line of CADO office 

furnishings, please contact:CADO/ROYAL SYSTEM, 

INC. Dept. D, 155 Helen St., So. Plainfield, NJ 07080. 

Showrooms: 1444 Oak Lawn Ave., Suite 543, Dallas, 

TX 75207/Atlanta/Chicago/C incinnati/Dallas/Denver/ 139 Cabinet with woodell 


Houston/Los Angeles/Miami/New TORUM 
San Francisco/Seattle. 3 tamed glass لون‎ 
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life in the '805. 
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Victorian Ingenuity 53 
Contributing Editor David Woodcock de- 
scribes the hidden structural ingenuity of 

two Victorian mercantile buildings, one in 
Calvert and one in Hearne, uncovered by 

his Texas A&M architecture students during 
summer historic surveys. 
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Introducing the SECURIT collection 


The Securit collection comes to you 
straight from Brazil, made with our 
finest, exotic woods - "Pau Ferro" and 
“Louro”. Our collection was specially 
designed for the American needs by 
Sandro Magnelli, and carefully made 
by the best Brazilian craftsmen. 

You can choose among three series, 
in several sizes, with suspended or 
caster pedestals, and matching 


"Design Excellence Award" - Texas Society of Architects 


credenzas. And what is more 
important, we can deliver immediately. 
Why? It's simple. 

Although the Securit collection is 
madein Brazil,we have it warehoused in 
Houston. So you don t have to wait for 
months to sit in your new office. 

Come visit our Show-Room, and 
discover the truly fashionable and 
elegant Securit collection. And walk out 
with a new dimension in office decoration 


Brazilian Securit Inc. 
1296 A North Post Oak - Houston 77024 
Texas - Brochures available. 


SECURIT‏ مه 
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40th Annual Products Exhibition 


The world's largest line of fine — ' "li 4 aab^Ww4ll to appreciate the warmth and 


wood windows has made its way um un, CA B j À 1 beauty of western Ponderosa 
to Texas. Marvin's 1,456 different J ; : Ra pine, very tight construction, 
windows include just about P. : : T T , and double or triple glazing. 
every size, shape, and style ۷ I | | ٢ » Next, they're designed with 
i of window you can imagine, . d | classic lines, and engineered 
from traditional double hungs ; for easy operation. Most 
to beautiful bows, handsome patio doors, "b are available with true divided lites and 
and breathtaking trapezoids. It's not hard to Ww ; ; other options which make them a distinctly 
understand why they're found in so many z : ; beautiful part of the overall design. Some 
of America's most beautiful homes. First, are available with Marvin's new mainte- 
they're built in Warroad, Minn., where ; = nance free exterior, Marv-A-Gard. Call 
40° below temperatures have taught us I y شه لك‎ — or write the Marvin distributor in your area. 
TEXAS JAMBS INC. FRONTIER WHOLESALE COMPANY MARVIN WINDOWS PLANNING CENTER 
f 6304 Alder, Suite 2 833 East 40th Street 10907 Shady Trail, Suite 103 
Houston, Texas 77081 Lubbock, Texas 79408 Dallas, Texas 75220 


713-669-1333 806-744-1404 214-263-7483 


STRUCTURAL SOLUTIONS 


ACME 
BRICK 


THE DETAILS 
BEHIND THE DETAILS. 


A SERIES FROM 
ACME BRICK. 


These structural details 
are made possible by Acme's 
Engineered Brick Design. A 
technology which has opened 
bold, new solutions in today's 
architecture. Solutions which 
were unthinkable only a few 
years ago. 


The real beauty of 
Engineered Brick Design is in 


< = - = د‎ oo 4 
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The Fred Parris Tower, Little Rock, Arkansas; 


how it provides maximum 
function and design with 
minimum cost. Walls are not 
only structural, but are also 
energy-conserving, fire 
resistive, sound attenuating, 
and finished both interior and 
exterior with no "hidden" costs. 


All this, with little or no 
maintenance. And at an initial 
construction price which, 
according to a 1979 analysis 
by the American Appraisal 
Company, is dramatically more 
cost efficient than comparable 
steel or concrete systems. 


Architect: Engineer: Wittenberg, Delony & Davidson, Little Rock, Arkansas; 
General- Masonry Contractor: Pickens-Bond Construction Company, Little Rock, Arkansas 


Whether you consider 
cost, flexibility, or beauty, no 
other system can match the 
total performance of Acme 
Brick and Engineered Brick 
Design. It's the best all-around 
choice for your next building 
commission. 


For more details, call 
collect, 817/332-4101, ext. 365. 
Or write Acme Brick Technical 
Services, P. O. Box 425, 

Fort Worth, Texas 76107. 


ACME BRICK. THE BEST 
ALL-AROUND BUILDING MATERIAL. 


The tower is terminated by a flush reinforced Acme 
Brick parapet beam supported on loadbearing walls. 


A reinforced Acme Brick clad beam carries the load of 
the recessed loadbearing walls above and offers'a 
transition element. 


fembeane B4. Mop. On 
p Hol 


Sloping Aeme Brick sills soften the effects of the deep 
set voids at the building's entry. 
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Today's home buyer wants openness, sleek- 
ness and luxury in the bath. The rugged earthi- 
ness of Monarch glazed cerainic tile suits 
today's home buyers, because it suits today's 
lifestyle. Monarch tile is that special personal 
touch, that can turn that house you've built, 
into that home they've been searching for. 


SAN ANGELO DIVISION 
P.O. BOX 2041 

SAN ANGELO, TEXAS 76901 
PHONE (915) 655-9193 


FLORENCE DIVISION 
P.O. BOX 999 
FLORENCE, ALABAMA 35630 
PHONE (205) 764-6181 


| Monarch cerainic tile can be simple and effi- 
| cient, or extravagantly luxurious. The choice 
| of colors, styles, and finishes is as broad as your 
buyers' taste, and the beauty lasts and 
lasts. Monarch ceramic tile is the perfect 
touch for builders and buyers. 

Monarch ceramic tile sells. 


MONARCH 


TILE MANUFACTURING, INC 


MARSHALL DIVISION 
P.O. BOX 1119 
MARSHALL, TEXAS 75670 
PHONE (214) 935-7928 


Texas Distributors 
American Tile: Dallas/2839 Merrell Rd e (214) 243-23 77/Fort Worth/3133 Bryan St * (817) 924-2233 
Austin/ 3100 Industrial Terrace * (512) 837-2843/H&R Johnson: Houston/ 7590 Harwin © (713) 977-7724 
Circle 8 on Reader Inquiry Card 


Texas Homes of the 
19th Century 
Alexander, $25.00 (hard) 


ign, 


Johnson & Burgee 
Miller & Payne $35.00 {hard} 


New/Revised 
Architects on Architecture 


Des 
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Architects on Architecture 
Heyer $12.95 Ipaper) 


George Nelson Design 
$17.95 thard) 


, Energy, 


Architectural Handbook 
Kemper $34.95 (hardi 


Open-plan Offices 
$11.00 thard) 


Houses of the West 


$18.95 (hard) for Themselves, $19.95 


Popwry 
Dougr Once 
Bocsys 
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Working Drawing Handbook 
Robert C. McHugh, $6.95 ipaperl 


Architecture, Art 


His 


Preparing Design Office 
Brochures: A Handbook 
Travers, $10.00 (paper! 


Human Dimension & 
Interior Space $32.50 ihard) 


Houses Architects Design Beyond Metabolism 
M. Ross $19.95 ihard) 


THE ARTET 


The Architecture 
of John F. Staub 
Barnstone, $35.00 (hard) 


[The Amercan 


AIA, $40.00 (hard) 


New 


Graphics for Arch. 
Forseth, $8.95 (soft) 


Arch. Working 
Drawings 
Liebing, $17.50 (hard) 


The Indoor Garden 
Hunter, $19.50 (hardi 


New 


Applied Solar Energy 
Kut & Hare $19.95 ihard) 


New 
FTHRARCHIVECT*S لبو‎ 


RMERIÉAM BRCHITAATUARI REAMINGE ROOM د‎ 


HEBER AMMEN ان‎ 


The Architects Eye 
Arch, Drawings 1799-1978 
Nevins & Stern, $35.00 ihard) 


Affordable Houses 
Designed by Architects 
Robinson, $18.95 (hard) 


Frank Lloyd Wright 
Twombly, $19.95 1 


Natural Solar Architecture 
David Wrehl, $7.95 (paper! 


Architectural Review: Texas Issue 
97.00 pape 


STANDARINZED ACCOUNTING 


Standardized Accounting 
fot Archtiects lA, $16.00 


SuppEd Guide 
AIA, $32.00 


Detail 
Wise, $9.95 (soft) 


Ordering Information 


Please place all orders through the Texas Society of Architects, 2121 Austin National Bank Tower, Austin, Texas 
78701, 512/478-7386. Orders can be placed either by phone or through the mail and are filled the day they are received. 


Quantity 


$24.95 ihard) 


Historical Preservation, 
Manual TSA, $20.00 
NOW $5.50 


Living Spaces 


Magnani $22.50 (hard) 


Publication Titie 


Earth Sheltered Housing 
$9.95 (soft) 


New 


LIVING SPACES 


2و" سه 
Design Review New Uses for Old Buildings Building Construction‏ 
Cantacuzino $29.95 Illustrated‏ 
Ching, $10.95 (paper)‏ 
new‏ 


Concepts in 
Thermal Comfort 
Egan, $14,50 (hard) 


New 
اج‎ 
Gretl Hoffmann 


سا 
ex wm‏ 
Doors‏ 


Hoffman, $24.50 


s. w 7 
Form Follows Fiasco 
Blake, $6.95 (soft) 


Price Total 


Postage Charges: 


under $10.00 — — 50.75 
10.00to 20.00 — 1.25 
20.00 to 30.00 — 1.75 
30.00 to 50.00 — 2.50 
over 50.00 — 3.00 


All packages are sent 
fourth class, First-class or 
special delivery fees, 
when requested, will be 
billed to the purchaser. 


Name 


Address 


Please send an AIA 
contract & documents 
price list and order 
form. 
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This court is now in session. 


Thanks to asphalt. 

Because full-depth hot mix asphalt 
is the ideal construction material for all 
types of recreational surfaces. 

It's quickly and easily installed. 
And its lene expensive than other 
paving materials. 

Full-depth aphalt provides a true 

laying هم‎ too, with a true "bounce" 
or all types of ball games. 

Markings required are easy to apply, 
highly visible and easy to maintain as 
well. 

If fact, full-depth asphalt recre- 
ational surfaces are virtually mainte- 
nance free. They don’t buckle under 
extreme sumıner heat or crack apart 
under extreme winter cold. 


Perhaps that's why more tennis 
courts, bikeways, golf cartways, basket- 
ball courts, swimming pools, boat ramps, 
handball courts, running tracks, walk- 
ways and the like are being constructed 
with asphalt paving each day. 

Perhaps that’s why asphalt paving 
is the most popular sports and game 
surface in the world today, next to grass. 

For a list of the quality full-depth 
hot mix asphalt dealers in your area, 
contact the Texas Hot Mix Asphalt 
Association. Or, for more information, 
send for our full-depth asphalt design 
and construction guide. 


There’s no better way to get your 
court in order. 
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PAVEMENT 
ASSOC. 


305 Perry-Brooks 
Building 
Austin, Texas 78701 
512 477-1824 


NITTO-KISO-granite tiles are made from natural granites granulated, 
processed at the temperature of 2,400F in convenient sizes and 
shapes. 

X-ray analyses show NITTO KISO-granite tiles have the same or 
better results than natural granites in abrasion, shock and anti-cold 
tests. 

Colors are available in black, pearl grey, dusty rose, rust brown, 
moss green and natural white. 

Installation is simple and easy as conventional tiles are installed. 


* KG-1515 * KG-1570 (For corner} 


Tile Size: About 150x 150» 20 m/m Tile size: About 150x 150x 70x 20 m/m 

(About 6.0° 6.0" x 0.8") (Aboul 6.0 x 6 x 2.7 * 0.8") 
Ship wi. cin. 44ibs./20pcs./ covers 5.9sq. f Ship wt. cin. 57lbs/20pes./ covers 8 
* SIZES 


Manufacturer & Distributor 


NITTO KENZAI KOGYO CO., LTD. || 


Head office 
1-1 Izumikitayama-cho, Toki, Gifu-Pref. JAPAN 
TEL 05725 5-1171 7509-51 


KISO- 
GRANITE 
SERIES 


Creating a new concept in 
paving materials. 

Express your most elegant and 
dynamic design ideas 

with KISO-Granite tiles. 


e 


p: 


* Circle pattern 
Materials used for the circle 
Number of pieces 
may vary with design. 6PCS. 
TOTAL| و‎ 7۸۹8 


[8-106 | Û 126 


* KG-1517 (Hexagonal Shape) 
Tile Size: About 150* 170* 20 mim 
(About 6.0 x 6,5 x 0.8") 
Ship. wi. ctn. 6Olbs./ 30pcs. ‘covers 


7.6sq. f. 


For further information contact: 


Yamaguchi Corporation 
P. O. Box 58275 
World Trade Center 
Dallas, Texas 75258 
Tel: (214) 747-6780 
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Whether building or renovating, you want windows that — 


. cut 
maintenance 


cut 
en 


Pella's Energy-Tight 
Double Glass Insulation 
System has a full 13/16" 
dead air space between 
panes — provides maxi- 
mum insulation at lowest 
costs. Tight-fitting wood 
construction and wind- 
proof weatherstripping 
make it truly Energy-Tight. 
insulating glass also 
available. 


Pella's optional 
Slimshade$ fits in the 
dust-free space between 
the panes of the Pella 
Double Glass Insulation 
Systern and provides 
privacy and light control 
at the touch of á dial. 
Helps reduce heat loss and 
solar heat gain, as well. 


Only the Pella 


costs 


delivers it all! 


FREE catalog! For more 
detailed information send 
for your free copy of our 
28-page, full color catalog 
on Pella Clad Windows & 
Sliding Glass Doors. Or 
look in the Yellow Pages 
under "windows" for the 
phone number of your 
Pella Distributor 


"QT 


Texas Pelia Distributors 
Pella Products Co. 


8900 Shoal Creek, Suite 105 


Austin, Texas 78758 
512/453-2301 


Pella Products Co. 

904 Fountain Parkway 
Grand Prairie, Texas 75050 
(metro) 214/647-4321 


Pella Products/West Texas 
301 S. E. Loop 289 
Lubbock, Texas 79404 
(806) 745-1649 


Circle 11 on Reader Inquiry Card 


Pella makes a full line of 
wood windows specially 
engineered for easy 
washing of outside glass 
from inside. Cleaning 
expense is reduced and 
any extraordinary main- 
tenance that may be 
required, such as sash 
removal and reglazing, is 
easy and economical. 


Pella offers a tough 
aluminum cladding in 
attractive colors outside 
— the warmth and 
beauty of wood inside. 
Aluminum exterior is 
cleaned, etched and 
coated with a high- 
temperature baked acrylic 
polymer. It won't chip, 
Crack, or peel. 


Louis P. White Co. 

8802 Tradeway 

San Antonio, Texas 78217 
512/826-8641 


Pella Products Co. 

717 Bradfield Rd. 
Greenbriar North Center 
Houston, Texas 77060 


' TEXT BY NORY MILLER 
PHOIOGRAPHS BY 
b" RICHARD PAYNE 


Philip Johnson and John Burgee met fifteen 
years ago during an interview for a Commission 
they didnt get. Johnson was already a well 
known architect, as well as a highly regarded 
architectural historian and curator. John Burgee 
was a partner with the large Chicago firm of 
CF Murphy Associates. They formed an un- 
usual partnership. one in which both members 
not only design, but design together. The result 
has been the best work in either of their careers, 
the receipt of every award that is given to ar- 
chitects and some that aren't, and international 
attention of the highest order for more than a 
decade 


This magnificently designed book contains 
all of the works of this brilliant collaboration, 
from Avery Fisher Holl in New York City to 
Pennzoil Place in Houston, from the Fort Worth 
Water Garden to the Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Ars in Washington, D.C. Ali are pre- 
sented through some of the finest architectural 
photography of our day almost all of it in full 
color. The text by Nory Miller, assistant editor of 
the AIA Journal, discusses each individual pro 
ject and the underlying aesthetic and cultural 
environment surrounding Johnson and 5 
work 


160 pages — 9” x12" 
Price: 535.00 


"They have been standard-bearers without an army There is no school of 
Johnson/ Burgee, nor followers in any direct sense of the word. But few of 
their buildings have not been the fulcrum of debate within the profession, 
the schools, and even the general public. They have challenged a 
number of prevailing notions about architecture gnd shown up others as 
contradictory In doing so, they have questioned the core of modernist 
thought.” 

—From the Introduction by Nory Miller 


Available From: 
Texas Society of Architects 


b — To Order 


NS 
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In the News 


People, Projects, Schools, Books, Firms, Products 


Howard Barr, Austin 
Receives TSA Pitts Award 


Austin architect 
Howard R. Barr, 
FAIA, received 
TSA's Llewelyn W. 
Pitts Award, consid- 
ered the highest 
honor the Society 

can bestow upon 
| one of its members, 
in ceremonies Nov. 1 during TSA's 40th 
Annual Meeting in Houston. 

The award was established in 1967 
in memory of former TSA President 
Llewelyn W. “Skeet” Pitts of Beaumont 
and is presented for outstanding contri- 
butions to the profession of architecture. 

Presenting the award to Barr during 
the President's Ball and Banquet at Two 
Houston Center, 1979 TSA President 
George Loving, FAIA, cited Barr's 
numerous accomplishments for both the 
profession and the public, emphasizing 
his leading role in establishing key state 
and federal legislation concerning the 
built environment. 

Assisting in the presentation was Aus- 
tin architect R. Max Brooks, FAIA, 
Barr’s long-time friend, partner and the 
first recipient of the Pitts Award. 

Barr began his architectural career in 
1939, following his graduation from the 
University of Texas in 1934 and a period 
of apprenticeship. In 1950, with Brooks 
and another Austin architect, Hugo F. 
Kuehne, Barr founded the Austin firm 
Kuehne, Brooks & Barr, which later 
became Brooks, Barr, Graeber and 
White. The firm went on to produce 
numerous projects receiving state and 
national recognition, among them: First 
Federal Plaza, the Southwestern Bell 
Telephone Building and the LBJ Library 
(with the New York office of Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill), all in Austin. 
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Buford T.V. headquarters, Tyler. ; 


Tyler Firm 
Receives Design Award 
From Forestry Association 


The Tyler firm Sinclair & Wright 
Architects has received the Texas For- 
estry Association’s 1979 Architect Award 
for the design of the Buford Television, 
Inc., corporate headquarters in Tyler 
(also a winner in TSA's Northeast Texas 
chapter design awards program for 
1978). 

Rejecting a more conventional design 
for the wooded hilltop site in south 
Tyler, Buford Television retained Sinclair 
& Wright to develop an innovative design 
concept which would preserve as much 
of the site as possible, create a focal 
point for the corporation and project 
some of the "glamour" associated with 
the television industry. 

The structure is situated on the upper- 
most portion of the sloping site. Instead 
of a concrete foundation, which was part 
of the first design concept, the building 
rests on turned wooden poles, ranging 
from five to 60 feet in height and leaving 
the forest floor below the building un- 
disturhed. 

The building's exterior is finished with 
tongue-and-groove cedar siding, and all 
horizontal trim, beams and poles are 
stained to blend with surrounding trees. 
'The roof consists of wood trusses topped 
with cedar shingles. 


Houston Building Activity 
Shows 30 Percent Decrease 
From 1978 to 1979 


Total building contracts in the stan- 
dard metropolitan area of Houston re- 
flect a 30 percent decrease for the first 
10 months of 1979 compared to the same 
10-month period in 1978, McGraw-Hill's 
F.W. Dodge Division reports. 

According to George A. Christie, 
Dodge vice president and chief econo- 
mist, contracts from January to October 
1979 for hoth residential and non-resi- 
dential construction in the Houston area 
—Brazoria, Fort Bend, Harris, Liberty, 
Montgomery and Waller Counties— 
totaled $2,980,565,000, down from a 
total of $4,235,409,000 for the same 
period in 1978. 

Non-residential buildings include com- 
mercial, manufacturing, educational, re- 
ligious, administrative, recreational and 
other buildings not designed for shelter. 


Five School Projects Cited 
At TASA/TASB Convention 


Liestman Elementary, Alief. 


Five educational projects by five Texas 
architectural firms were cited for excel- 
lence at the 1979 joint annual convention 
of the Texas Associations of School 
Boards and School Administrators Oct. 
13-14 in San Antonio. 

A jury of school trustees and adminis- 
trators selected the five projects from a 
total of 32 exhibited at the convention, 
all representing elementary, secondary, 
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STAINS 


To bring ovt the 
best in wood 


Cabot's Interior Stains pro- 
vide the traditional flat fin- 
ish so popular for paneling, 
beams, woodwork, floors, 
and unfinished furniture. 
Easy to apply with brush 
or cloth, Cabots interior 
Stains accent the beauty 
of the wood grain, protect 
by penetrating deep into 
the wood fibers. Choose 
from 17 mellow colors. 


Cabot's Stains of Houston 


P.O. Box 27164 
2520 Drexel Drive 
Houston, Texas 77027 
713/622-7042 
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Cypress-Fairbanks Offices, Harris County. 


collegiate, athletic and administrative 
facilities. 

Cited for design excellence were: 

Liestman Elementary School, Alief, by 
the Houston firm MDRW:; Levelland 
High School, Levelland, by the Lubbock 
firm BGR Architects-Engineers; Brook- 
haven College, Farmers Branch, by the 
Dallas firm Pratt, Box, Henderson & 
Partners; Fort Bend Athletic Facility, 
Fort Bend, by the Houston firm Cavitt 
McKnight Weymouth (also cited during 
the Association of School Business Offi- 
cials' 65th Annual Meeting Oct. 16-18 
in Denver); and Cypress-Fairbanks Ad- 
ministrative Offices, Harris County, by 
the Houston firm Spencer, Herolz, 
Durham. 

Said TASB Executive Director Orbry 
D. Holden: "Citation of these projects 
for architectural excellence by members 
of the Texas Associations of School 
Boards and School Administrators indi- 
cates that tbe architects designed attrac- 
tive, functional and cost-effective facili- 
ties that are an aid to the educational 
process." 


Two Texas Firms 
To Renovate and Expand 
Hospital Complex in Taiwan 


Two Texas firms—Robert Douglass 
Associates of Houston and Page 
Southerland Page of Austin—have 
been commissioned to plan and design 
the renovation and expansion of the 
National Taiwan University Medical 
School and Hospital in Taipei, Taiwan. 

Operating in joint venture as Douglass 
4- PSP. with the aid of Taiwan archi- 
tects, the firms will plan and design a 
project to include construction of a new 
1,800-bed teaching hospital, and renova- 
tion of a present 1,000-bed teaching 
hospital. Estimated cost of the total 1.5 
millign-square-foot expansion project is 
$120 million. 

According to Robert Douglass, direc- 
tor of design, the planning and design 
portion of the project will be completed 
by the third quarter of 1980. Construc- 
tion is scheduled to be completed in 
1985. 

The first building in the present medi- 
cal center, a two-story Victorian struc- 
ture built in 1912, has already been ex- 
panded to include five separate buildings 
which can accommodate 1,400 students 
and treat approximately one million 
patients annually. 

Modern medical advancements have 
been such that the hospital decided it 
would be better to build an entirely new 
teaching hospital rather than attempt to 
convert the existing 68-year-old struc- 
turc. 


Texans in San Francisco 
*Embarrassed' by Plans 
To Demolisb City Landmark 


When the more than 75 Texans at- 
tending the annual meeting of the Na- 
tional Trust for Historic Preservation in 
San Francisco last October learned that 
Dallas-based Neiman-Marcus is planning 
to open a new store there, being a Texan 
proved to be more a source of embarrass- 
ment than one of pride, according to the 
Texas Heritage Council. 

Texans at the conference “took much 
of the blame and complaints," the Coun- 
cil says, for plans to tear down San 
Francisco's historic City of Paris Build- 
ing to make way for a new downtown 
Neiman-Marcus designed by Philip 
Johnson. 

An injunction has been filed to fore- 
stall demolition of the landmark, and the 
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Heritage Council is urging members of 
heritage groups to write Neiman-Marcus 
in protest. 

“If your members have a charge ac- 
count with Neiman-Marcus," the Council 
adds, "they should put their charge num- 
ber under their signature." 


Houston Firm to Restore 
Three New York City Hotels 


The Houston-based architectural and 
interior design firm TMHI has been 
awarded three major hotel restoration 
projects in New York City, TMHI Presi- 
dent Doyle Wayman has announced. 

TMHI will be responsible for interior 
restoration of the 1,800-room New York 
Statler, the 1,100-room Taft Hotel and 
the 600-room Holiday Inn Coliseum. 

The firm cites a recent surge in new 
construction as well as renovation of 
New York City hotels as a “healthy sign 
of New York City's economic recovery." 


Brodnax Appointed 
To Plumbing Examiners Board 


Gov. Bill Clem- 
ents has announced 
the appointment of 
Houston architect 
A. Carroll Brodnax 
to a six-year term on 
the State Board of 
Plumbing Examin- 

) ers, replacing Wichi- 
ta Falls architect Robert L. Wingler, 
whose term has expired. 

With the distinction of being the first 
student in the College of Architecture at 
the University of Houston. Brodnax re- 
ceived his bachelor’s degree in architec- 
ture from there in 1950. From 1950 to 
1952 he taught at U of H, then in 1953 
founded the Houston firm Brodnax 
Phenix, which later became The BPA 
Partnership. 


Construction Costs 
Up 14.2 Percent 
In 12 Month Period 


The cost of construction materials and 
labor in the “Mississippi River and West 
Central States” region, which includes 
Texas, increased by 14.2 percent between 
September 1978 and September 1979, 
according to the Cost Information Sys- 
tems Division of McGraw-Hill. 
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Calling all Architects... 


THE GREATEST THING 
THAT EVER HAPPENED 
10 A WALL! CGT 


CGT is the contract 
CANADIAN GENERAL TOWER 


vinyl wallcovering 
distinctively created 
and produced in design 
and maintenance, 
exclusively for 
commercial and 
institutional projects. 
366 colors in 36 patterns 
of deep dimension 
textures for fabrics, 
cork, wood, grass, 
masonry, feather and 
more. 


Offered exclusively in the state of Texas 
from the nation’s number one distributor. 


/$60 


ORPORATION 
A fuil sales and service staff in Dallas and in Housfon 
with warehouses containing quality wallcoverings. 


Ken Deike Eg Tusa 

Commercial Division Commercial Division 
ISGO CORPORATION ISGO CORPORATION 
1237 Conveyor Lane 5809 Chimney Rock 
DALLAS, Tex. 75247 HOUSTON, Tex, 77081 
(214) 634-1313 (713) 666-3232 
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Au Forgeron De La Cour-Dieu, Inc. 


Ge Qu Metal Studio 


Two Generations of Experience Beautify the Inside and Outside of 
Houses with Hand Forged Ornamental Iron 
RESIDENTIAL W INSTITUTIONAL B COMMERCIAL 


211 W. Comstaek St.) ` 


T" ^Ahilique Reproduction? *a* 8 
Antique Restoration . p^ ت؛‎ -Dallas, Texas 
Sculptures (214) 748-3983 


Dose c ARAS 
AR pao TIC Wot 
ALC 
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The average increase across the nation 
was 13.8 percent, with the highest cost 
hikes in the Pacific Coast and Rocky 
Mountain states (15.3 percent) and the 
Southeastern and South Central states 


(15.2 percent). The smallest increase 


J — Í . A په‎ 7 7 : 
Vin L Fab f TE a | (10.5 percent) was posted in the New 
WALLCOVERINGS an mor. مړ‎ England states. 


VOL. 318 or Ju The information released is based on 

T ^U i a semi-annual survey of building trade 
unions, contractors and materials sup- 
pliers in 182 cities in the continental 
United States. The latest survey revealed 
that building materials prices were up 16 
percent and hourly wages of building 
trade craftsmen gained eight percent 
during the 12-month period. 
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Austin Architect 
H.E. ‘Bubi’ Jessen 
Dies in Austin at Age 71 


Vin L Fab Revised. 


Fabulous new colors, new patterns, and a new format — all with the same 
superior quality. See this line and others at our booth at the TSA 


Convention in Houston, Austin architect 
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Wallpapers, Inc. of Houston/of Dallas 


6110 Richmond, Houston, TX 77057, (713) 781-5510 
P.O Box 31318, Dallas, TX 75231, (214) 739-2490 
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Waterproofing & Roofing 


Railton, Inc., carries a complete line of 
materials and equipment for roofing and 
waterproofing. Distributors for Bird & 
Son, Celotex, Johns-Manville, Gulf State 
Asphalt, Koppers, Supradur, etc. ... 
state wide distribution . . complete 
inventory . . . job site delivery 


Railton, Inc., (1-800-392-8526) 
4053 Homestead Road / Houston 77028 / 713-675-7456 
604 Carolina / San Antonio 78210 / 512-533-5023 

613 S. West St. / Harlingen 79550 / 812-425-6631 7 
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H.E. "Bubi" Jessen, 
charter member of 
- TSA and founding 
partner in the Aus- 
tin firm Jessen As- 
' sociates, Inc., died 
in Austin Dec. 17 
at the age of 71. 

An Austin native, Jessen was a 1928 
graduate of the University of Texas at 
Austin School of Architecture, where he 
was a member of the Tau Beta Phi hon- 
orary engineering fraternity and recipi- 
ent of AIA's Student Medal for academic 
achievement. Following graduation, 
Jessen served as an assistant instructor 
at UT's School of Architecture before 
going on to receive his Master of Archi- 
tecture Degree from MIT in 1931. 

Following World War Il, during 
which he served in the U.S. Navy, attain- 
ing the rank of Lt. Commander, Jessen 
re-established the Austin partnership 
he had originally formed in 1938 with 
his late brother Wolf and the late Charles 
Millhouse. The firm was later expanded 
1o include Austin architects A. E. Greev- 
en, Herbert Crume, Fred Day, and S. L. 
Newman. 

During his 50-year career, Jessen be- 
came known for his design of the rotun- 
da floor in the state Capitol, the planning 
of a mural commemorating the Battle 
of Goliad and a host of private and 
public buildings throughout the state. In 
Austin, his firm's work includes the 
Texas Supreme Court Building, the 
Stephen F. Austin State Office Building, 
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Municipal Auditorium, The University 
of Texas System Administration Build- 
ing, UT's Humanities Research Center 
(HRC) and some 20 other buildings on 
the UT-Austin campus. 

In addition to practicing architecture, 
Jessen served as a member of the Texas 
Board of Architectural Examiners 
(TBAE) from 1951 to 1957, as TBAE 
president in 1956, as chairman of AIA's 
Regional Judiciary Committee and as a 
member of the Architectural Advisory 
Committee for the Texas State Building 
Commission. 

Jessen also was well known as a pro- 
lific watercolorist and was accorded one- 
man shows at the HRC and the Bank of 
Austin Gallery in 1978 (see Texas Archi- 
tect, July/ August 1978). 

He is survived by his wife, Janet, of 
Austin; a daughter, Mrs. Tom Balkom 
of New York City; sons Kindred and 
Mark of Austin; and one grandson. 


Projects in Progress 


Continental Plaza, Fori Worth. 


‘Continental Plaza’ 
Planned for Fort Worth 


Construction is scheduled to begin 
soon on a new 40-story office tower in 
downtown Fort Worth, designed by the 
Dallas firm Jarvis Putty Jarvis. 

The one-million-square-foot Continen- 
tal Plaza, expected to be completed in 
1982, will be located on a full city block 
bounded by Sixth, Commerce, Seventh 
and Main Streets. Pedestrian bridges 
crossing Commerce and Seventh Strects 
will link the building with adjacent park- 
ing facilities and to the new Hyatt 
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FIRST QUALITY 


SURPLUS EVERYTHING 


WALLCOVERINGS BARGAIN 
PRICED AT 


Now you can purchase 
surplus wallcoverings at a 
fraction of their original 
price at The Warehouse 
Clearance Center. Select 
from famous name 
brands. All first quality — 
no seconds. Every roll 
marked with the original 
and the bargain surplus 
price of either $2. — $4. or 
$6. per roll — nothing 
higher regardless of origi- 
nal value. Real bargains in $ 
quality wallcoverings. 


Selections are limited so PER ROLL 


come in today. 


ROY JACOBS CO. 3821 CAROLINE 


Wall کوس شي‎ € Distinction THREE BLOCKS EAST 


OF ROY JACOBS CO. 
WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE CENTER Û’ ROY JACOBS OO تت‎ 
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Lomputer Support Equipment 


* Manufacturers, sales and service of raised access panel flooring under the trade name 
“Besco”. 

* Factory representatives for Pomona Air packaged environmental modules. Services 
include sales and installation. 

*.Representing Walter Kidde in the sale and installation of Halon 1301 fire detection 
and suppression systems. 

* Dealers of Schlage Electronics door access control systems. 


< „Computer Environments, Inc. 
1428 Slocum, Dallas, (214) 744-5533 
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SHAPE UP! 


LOOKING FOR A BETTER SHAPE? 


Rustic SHAKE Tile ESPANA Mission Tile Colonial SLATE Tile 


Your search ends right here... with these 
three distinctive styles that meet established 
roofing preferences in the Southwest 


Our new plant near San Antonio is working multiple shifts 
extruding roofing tiles that complement a wide range of designs 
from English Tudor to Texas Contemporary. 


If you are interested in non-combustible, permanent roofs at 
prices competitive with other premium products, we would like 
to acquaint you with our selection of better shapes. 

Our new selector/information kit is yours for the asking. 
CALL ANY FLINTKOTE SUPPLY CENTER, or mail us the coupon. 


Beautiful roofs for the good life 


P.O. Box 21516 
San Antonio, TX 78221 512/626-2771 


Fremont. 
714 / 822-4407 415/ 657-0414 
١ would like to SHAPE-UP with your tile selector? information kit 
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In the News, continued. 


Regency Fort Worth, a $32 million 
restoration of Fort Worth's historic Hotei 
Texas now underway (see page 36). 

The "firm's most successful attempt 


to ‘break out of the box,’ " according to Wylie climbs the walls 


architects, the building will sit diagonally 
on the site, with its main entrance facing The company that carpets the floors is now climbing the walls. 
the corner of Seventh and Main Streets, Hush-Craft textures in wool, acrylic and nylon combinations are 
and will feature set-backs and step-outs the latest addition to a contract wallcovering selection that also 
includes sisals and suede cloths in a wide range of patterns and 
colors. All meet Class A codes. Visit our Dallas showroom, or 
make a toll-free call to 800-442-7550. 


across the front and rear facades, clad 

in emerald green reflective glass. Typical 
floors will feature either six or eight cor- 
ner offices, instead of the standard four- 
corner arrangement. 

A central rectangular core of eleva- 
tors, stairs, restrooms and mechanical 
rooms will be flanked hy two parallel 
corridors, which will serve offices along 
the two primary facades. This arrange- 
ment, architects say, permits space to be 
arranged in the normal pattern of rec- 
tangular offices. Large areas at the ends 
of these corridors will be suitable for 
large offices and conference rooms. 

Energy conservation measures include 
orientation of the building on the site, 
the use of reflective and insulating glass, 
a variable-volume airconditioning system 
and a controlled lighting system. 


Continued on page 59. 
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REPRODUCTION 
SPECIALISTS 


Q Jim Wylie and company 


k 4 k 1 3234 Dallas Trade Mart 
Dallas, Texas 75207 
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BLUE PRINT CO. 


501 WEST SIXTH ST 
AusTIN, TEXAS 78767 
PHONE 512/478.8793 
MAIL 400 Box 2065 
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Just Stainless Steel Sinks 
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From The Classroom . "‏ ^ أ 


اس e‏ مسا 


To The Kitchen 
| ! 


i 
i 
1 
yi 3 . 
"Just Manufacturing Company 
(قد د-2 همي اا‎ 
( runing ha Manufacturers Representative 

661-0222 * 214 * 75240 ه DALLAS: 4309 N. BELTWOOD PARKWAY‏ نا 

D» HOUSTON: 1999 KOLFAHL * 77023 © 713 * 923-2371 

Û SAN ANTONIO: 5130 SERVICE CENTER » 78218 a 512 e 661-4161 13 
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Aspiring to Excellence 


As Texas enters the decade of the "805, architects and our professional society 
face a crucial test. Even though Texas is already third largest and one of the most 
urban states, we are on the threshold of even more explosive urban development 
in the next 10 to 20 years. This growth and the related use of lands for their 
resources will apply great pressure on lands needed for agriculture, open space, 
and recreational uses. It will continue to strain the capacities of our cities to de- 
velop in a wise and balanced manner. 

The question we must now ask is, “How will we respond to the challenge?" 
Should we not respond to both the opportunities implicit and the problems in- 
herent as well? 

Architects are among the few who are equipped to be environmental problem 
solvers. What we build, where we build, and how well, will have a major influence 
on the quality and economic vitality of Texas life for many more decades. As key 
members of the design professions, we will be looked to for leadership more than 
ever before. Unless we aspire to excellence—and achieve it in great measure— 
we will be unable to provide the design tear leadership our state will need in 
the '80s. 

Excellence is a difficult and elusive target to seek. It requires, first, that we 
define its elements. A major task force program this year will address the critical 
issue of preparing ourselves for the future. TEXAS TOMORROW: A Goals 
Program of the Texas Society of Architects, will take a year-long look at the 
issues and concerns which will shape the future of Texas architects and architec- 
ture. This examination will culminate in Dallas where it will provide the theme 
for TSA's 1980 annual meeting. 

The goal of excellence also requires an evaluation and appreciation of our 
architectural heritage, a willingness to acknowledge our past as we design for the 
future. In programs spearheaded by new task forces, we will focus on the history 
of Texas architecturc, and we will begin to insure the safety and usefulness of 
irreplaceable architectural records through a state archival project. And this year, 
for the first time, we will establish a Committee on Design— design in the context 
of Texas, both as a unique entity and as a region subject to worldwide influences. 

In order to act effectively, TSA must be organizationally prepared. Despite our 
present strength, there are many things we can do to be stronger and more ef- 
ficient. We have realigned TSA's commission structure to help provide more 
coherent relationships among the committees within each commission. We will 
implement the committee budgeting and organizational improvements begun by 
1979 TSA President George Loving to provide greater continuity in committee 
work. And we will pursue continuity in other ways, including continuation of the 
excellent Town Meetings Program begun by TSA President Preston Bolton in 
1978 as part of that year's theme, Texas: The Quality Life. 

Finally, TSA can be no stronger than its 17 chapters across the state. With 
assistance from our excellent staff, I will continually seek to improve com- 
munication among our components in an effort to facilitate one overriding goal: 
a better, stronger and more effeetive Texas Society of Architects, for this new 
decade, and beyond. 


Boone Powell 


President 
Texas Society of Architects 
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Save gas 
by using gas. 


It's a fact. You save gas by using gas. And 
the reason is simple. 


Gas equipment and appliances use gas 
directly. Electricity, on the other hand, must 
be produced by some other form of 
energy. In Texas, that other energy form is 
usually natural gas. And a lot of the gas 
energy is lost in the process of conversion. 


When you use appliances designed for gas, 
you get more for your energy dollar and 
you use less gas because you are using it in 
a direct manner. 


In your kitchen, for example, your gas 
range has an instant-on blue flame to 
heat your food quickly and evenly. A 
fast-recovery gas water heater gives you all 
the hot water you need when you need it. 
And gas heating provides gentle, controlled 
heat for efficient institutional use. 


New, energy-efficient gas appliances can 
help you save. And sound conservation 
practices with all forms of energy can 
increase your savings even more. 
Remember: when you save electricity, you 
save gas. So, if you're planning on new 
appliances or equipment, specify gas. The 
more gas appliances you use, the more gas 
you save, the more money you save on 
your energy costs. 


Entex 

Lone Star Gas 
Pioneer Natural Gas 
Southern Union Gas 
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Hyatt Regency Houston, JVII Architects 
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About this Issue 


Since the very first tremors of growth in 17th-century America, 
certain of our buildings have been called upon to fill an ever-present 
need for temporary shelter. The New England tavern with rooms for 
rent had as its counterpart the stagecoach inn on the highroads leading 
west. Later, in the auto age, evolved the Ma-and-Pa “tourist court," the 
Holiday Inn, the Motel Six. But America's first real hotel was Boston's 
Tremont, which opened with flourishes in 1829. Isaiah Rogers' design 
—of classical style, with high ceilings, marble floors and opulent 
French furnishings—imbued “hotel” with meaning for decades to 
come. 

In the 1950s, architect Morris Lapidus ushered in the so-called 
Miami Beach period with his "architecture of the gorgeous." Florida 
hotels such as the Eden Roc, the Fontainbleu and the Sans Souci 
helped fulfill the fantasies of the Depression-era generation, whose 
clearest notions of elegance and luxury were derived from the movies. 
And as we enter the "805, the lodging industry still is reeling from the 
impact of the atrium hotel—a genre revived by John Portman with the 
Hyatt Regency Atlanta in 1967, the first of a spectacular series. 

This latest development in the history of the hotel —the breathtak- 
ing atrium embellished with plants and waterfalls and dazzle—is per- 
haps less breathtaking than it once was, now a rather predictahle 
trademark of today's large hotel. And some atrium lohbies are acknowl- 
edged to be somewhat formidable and dehumanizing—even surreal. 
Consequently, there scems to be a new interest in what have become 
fashionable alternatives—the small luxury hotel or the out-of-the-way 
inn. But the atrium hotel still emerges as a valid response to the re- 
quirements for a convention facility, a setting in which a large group 
can experience a pervasive sense of unity and excitement. (One might 
be compelled to seek out a Lickskillet Inn for quaint charm and char- 
acter, but not for a Shriners’ convention. ) 

What might appear next is difficult to predict. But even as we 
present the following examples of Texas hotels, we are poised to ob- 
serve new—perhaps dramatic—future developments in the evolution 
of this building type as architects respond to the increasingly special- 
ized needs of today’s hoteliers. Certainly, there is room for progress. 
As one prominent architect recently observed, “We still haven't even 
solved the problem of the dirty linen cart that clutters up virtually 
every hotel corridor in America, every single day." —rarry Pau! Fuller 
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The Hotel 


Checking it Out in Texas 


By Larry Paul Fuller 


To ascertain new directions in Texas 
hotel design, and to explore how good 
hotels are made, we talked with four archi- 
tects® who have been intensely involved 
with this building type. The resulting article 
which follows is a prelude to our pictorial 
treatment of eight Texas hotels, 


The feast we might ask of a novel 
named Hotel is to tell us what we should 
ask of a hotel. And, on the last page of 
his book, Arthur Hailey tells us: "To 
welcome the traveler, to sustain him, 
provide him with rest, and speed him 
on." Indeed, that is the least we should 
ask—if we can find a room at all. But 
increasingly, in Texas and across the 
nation, the no-vacancy signs are hang- 
ing out; would-be guests are finding, to 
their dismay, there's no more room at 
the inn. 

Observers cite several factors to ex- 
plain the shortage: low-cost air fares that 
are spurring travel, an influx of foreign 
visitors capitalizing on tbe devaluing of 
the dollar. and more and larger conven- 
tions. In addition, there is a certain irony 
at work—the same Sun Belt business 
boom that is creating such a demand for 
hotel space in Texas cities also is creat- 
ing a demand for office space. And, gen- 
erally speaking, hotels are not built by 
their operators but by developers, who 
from an investment standpoint are in- 
clined to find a speculative office build- 
ing à more attractive option. 

Houston architect Bill Modrall, of 
Koetter Tharp Cowell & Bartlett, ex- 
plains that, "With an office building. 
you can lease out the space for five and 
10 years at a time, whereas with a hotel, 
you empty it every day and have to re- 
lease it every night. The office building 
is easier to do, it usually yields a higher 
level of profitability for the developer, 
and it behaves better—has a more pre- 
dictable performance." 
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Modrall’s assessment is particularly 
applicable in the case of the large (800 
to 1,000 room) hotels major cities need 
desperately to attract national-scale con- 
ventions. “The problem," he says, "is 
that —no matter how apparent the need 

-when you reach the point of consider- 
ing a hotel of that scale, there are very 
few lending institutions in the country 
willing to place that kind of money into 
one basket. Instead of one 1,000-room 
hotel, they generally would prefer to in- 
vest in two 500-room facilities in two 
different cities," 

Specialization 

But the marketplace still is exerting its 
influence, and Texas' demand for hotel 
space has been so acute that small-to- 
medium hotels are opening up virtually 
every day, and more are in the works 
(see pages 36 and 37). One trend emerg- 
ing with these new hotels is the tendency 
to specialize, to isolate a particular need 
and create a facility to tap it, Careful 
calculation of demand provides the re- 
assurance investors insist upon these 
days before letting go of their capital. On 
the coast, for example, we find resort 
hotels.being planned in anticipation of 
more in-state vacationing due to the fuel 
shortage. Cropping up around Houston 
and Dallas airports are "destination 
hotels," which enable executives from 
around the country to fly in for a cor- 
porate meeting or seminar and fly back 
home the same day. 

A relatively new concept is the "tran- 
sition hotel"—such as Houston's Guest 
Quarters, which calls itself "the hotel 
with no rooms" —comprised exclusively 
of suites to accommodate extended husi- 
ness trips or to provide transitional lodg- 
ing for some of the thousands of execu- 
tives who relocate to Houston cach year. 
Another "natural" is the hotel which 
attaches itself to and capitalizes on a 
regional shopping mall, prime examples 


being the Galleria Plaza and the Houston 
Oaks—at either end of the Galleria— 
which reportedly enjoy 95 percent occu- 
paney rates. 

And it seems that every major office 
complex is installing its own hotel as 
part of an amenity package. The Hous- 
ton firm Lloyd Jones Brewer & Asso- 
ciates, for example, is designing its sec- 
ond hotel for Greenway Plaza—this one 
adjacent to condominiums whose resi- 
dents are expected to utilize the hotel's 
food services—and has under construc- 
tion the Meridien, a "luxury" hotel to 
serve Allen Center and downtown Hous- 
ton. Principal Ben Brewer predicts this 
trend will continue with "more hotels, 
some including condominiums, stacked 
on top of office buildings and retail com- 
mercial complexes." 

Corporate Hotels 

By far the majority of Texas’ new 
hotels, however specialized, fall within 
the general category of the "corporate 
hotel." The most common format is em- 
bodied in the chain-operated facilities 
found lining the freeways of all major 
cities, existing primarily for the benefit 
of the corporate traveler, but relying in 
part on small meetings and some restau- 
rant and bar traffic from local suburban- 
ites. Barry Whitehead, of Golemon & 
Rolfe in Houston, predicts that this is 
the hotel type that may be in trouble 
first as the market hecomes more satu- 
rated. "Investors have been going crazy 
trying to get these hotels thrown up to 
meet the incredible demand in this mar- 
ket,” he says. "But, in the future, not 
only will service be a factor, but the 
architecture will have to be better too, 
because the competition will be fierce.” 

Whitehead says the typical client atti- 
tude that produces the small corporate 
hotel is, "We're not interested in trend- 
setting architecture for this market; we 
just want the thing to work. We want 
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something that's safe, something that's 
middle-of-the-road enough in its design 
not to offend anybody." But he believes 
the developer who is willing to transcend 
that attitude, to go for "that something 
more," will be better off in the long run 
as levels of taste rise and competition 
sharpens. 

Trends 

Other hotel trends to watch for in- 
clude: 

* More attention to energy conserva- 
tion. Ben Brewer points out that for a 
"hungry user" such as a hotel, through- 
the-wall heating and cooling units for 
each room “make a lot of sense.” Bill 
Modrall predicts an increase in the use 
of room keys which must be used to 
activate an individual airconditioning 
unit and which deactivate it when re- 
moved for departure from the room. 

* Continued renovation of old facili- 
ties to help beat the cost of new con- 
struction. 

* More U.S. hotels by foreign ipves- 
tors who, Brewer observes, “seem more 
content with a slower rate of return than 
U.S. developers." At the same time, U.S. 
architectural firms are expected tn con- 
tinue receiving commissions for foreign 
projects, particularly in the Middle East. 

e Smaller guestrooms, with less furni- 
ture to accommodate shorter stays, and 
an emphasis on vertical pieces to econo- 
mize on space; but more interesting ge- 
ometry and fenestration, less rectilinear 
form. 

* More careful design of double-func- 
tion spaces (exhibition halls that double 
as parking garages, rather than vice- 
versa) and use of more innovative con- 
struction techniques, such as prefabrica- 
tion. 

* More tasteful. contemporary in- 
teriors to appeal to a new generation of 
young executives and professionals; 
fewer bad ice buckets, less corporate 
kitsch. 

The Atrium 

But what about the future of that 
singular rnark of the seventies in hotel 
design—the atrium lobby? When John 
Portman revived the atrium idea (prece- 
dents include Denver's 19th-century 
Brown Palace and San Francisco's Pal- 
ace Hotel of 1875, and Portman is 
known to have admired Dallas’ Trade 
Mart Court by Harwell Hamilton Har- 
ris), he provided an alternative to what 
Modrall refers to as “pompous, over- 
stuffed lobbies for pompous, over-stuffed 
people.” These grand atrium spaces, in- 
tended partly to serve as the public plaza 
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missing from so many American cities, 
transformed palaces for the idle rich into 
places with a sense of occasion, hotels 
that offered something more than ac- 
ceptable overnight accommodations. 
And they were largely responsible for the 
startling success of the Hyatt Corpora- 
tion, which hegan as a relatively small- 
time operator of West Coast motels. But 
will atria continue to be a trademark 

of major new hotels? Are they becoming 
too expensive to build and operate. Is 
the novelty finally wearing off? 

Former Portman associate Tom 
Hughes, of 3D/International in Hous- 
ton, maintains the concept was applied 
to hotels not so much as a nnvelty but 
as a logical response to the functional 
and economic needs of the large con- 
vention-oriented hotel. “The idea was 
that physically putting people together in 
one big, exciting space would provide a 
sense of community," Hughes says. “It 
would be an atmosphere that would en- 
courage informal communication, which 
is perhaps even more important than the 
formal communication provided in con- 
vention sessions." Hughes says economic 
needs are served, not only because the 
atrium space attracts large groups, but 
hecause—with an array of restaurant 
and bar options on full display—it keeps 
thei there. 

More Expensive 

As for the extra expense of an atrium, 
hotel architects seem to agree that it is 
actually less than commonly thought, if 
certain factors are taken into considera- 
tion. Modrall points out that the effi- 
ciency of air-handling systems has been 
improved and that with open corridors, 
there is the added benefit of being able 
to borrow light and airconditioning 
from the big public space. It is also im- 
portant, in attempting to justify the 
alleged extravagance of an atrium hotel, 
to view it not as one large building with 
a hollowed out center but as a group of 
individual buildings forming a courtyard 
~a "trapped space"—which has simply 
been roofed over to protect it from the 
elements. The result is a less expensive 
finish on the facades facing the court- 
yard, which would otherwise require 
weatherproof surfaces. 

Even in cases wbere expense is not a 
factor, however, some hoteliers are see- 
ing the huge atrium lobby as an idea 
whose time has come and gone. Some 
large hotels will have small atria, 
others none at all. Brewer says many 
clients now are coming out against the 
atrium at the very outset, "preferring to 


buy a better quality of chair, a better 
quality of linen— perhaps some silk wall- 
covering—rather than putting their 
money into what they refer to as 'archi- 
tectural gymnastics.' They are seeking 

to disassociate themselves from the 
image of the fast-paced convention 
hotel." 

A Good Hotel 

Whatever the size, and whatever the 
concept, all good hotels have certain 
characteristics in common. Whitehead 
points out the reality that the architec- 
ture per se is not the most important ele- 
ment. "If the bed was hard, and if the 
eggs were cold in the morning, how nice 
the building was makes very little differ- 
ence." Similarly, there are basic func- 
tional needs the building must meet; the 
operation has to work. And the guest's 
orientation process should not be a bur- 
den. "There should be an easily recog- 
nized point of arrival," Brewer says. 
"Guests will ask themselves, "Where is 
the registration desk? Where are the rest- 
rooms? Where can I find a cool, quiet 
bar?' And they shouldn't have to look 
too hard." 

On a subtler level, the good hotel will 
have a certain spirit, a kind of unity that 
is carried from outside to inside and 
from public space to guestroom. “It 
doesn't make any sense at all," Hughes 
says, "for someone to just come in and 
decorate a space without a thorough un- 
derstanding of the architecture and a 
total marriage to it. Not only will it be 
like putting a suit of clothes on the 
wrong person, but the electrical, me- 
chanical and structural complications 
that arise will cost the client a lot of 
money." 

An even less tangible—but crucial— 
element one should find is an allurement 
derived from "that something extra," 
that touch of whimsy which, like spice, 
is appropriate only in moderation. One 
might call it “ambience,” another “flair” 
or "pizazz." Brewer likes to call it, “a 
little romance." 


* Houston architects Ben Brewer, of Lloyd 
Jones Brewer & Associates; Bill Modrall, 
of Koetter Tharp Cowell & Bartlett; and 
Tom Hughes, of 3D/International: have 
had a broad range of hotel experience in- 
cludine major projects for the Hyatt Cor- 
poration and other international hoteliers. 
Barry Whitehead, of Golemon & Rolfe 
Architects in Houston, has designed several 
small-to-medium corporate hotels for such 
chains as Hilton Inn and Marriott. 
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South approach by reflecting pool. 
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Hyatt Regency Dallas at Reunion 


This shimmering thousand-room Hyatt 
Regency and its adjacent 50-story tower 
comprise a striking addition to the Dal- 
las skyline and constitute the focal point 
of Reunion. The 50-acre parcel on the 
southwest edge of Dallas’ central busi- 
ness district also includes the restored 
Dallas Union Station, a 10-acre park, a 
new road system, and the city-owned 
Reunion Arena, an 18,500-seat special 
events center now approaching comple- 
tion. 

The 30-story hotel is constructed of 
a steel frame sheathed by a silver re- 
flective glass curtain wall. Its design is 
based on a system of 12 interrelated rec- 
tangular blocks of varying heights con- 
taining guest rooms. The blocks are 
planned in a modified “Y” configuration 
and are staggered both horizontally and 
vertically. At the ends of the guest room 
elements, semi-circular, faceted shafts 
enclosing the stairwells extend up the 
face of the building (although the stair- 
wells themselves are not rounded). 

The arms of the "Y" contain an 18- 
story atrium space filled with natural 
light entering from skylights above and 
through a 60-foot-high wall of glass at 
the south end of the atrium. 

Balconies that serve as single-loaded 
corridors fronting the guest rooms sur- 
round the atrium on three sides from the 
third to the 18th floors. On the fourth 
side, above the wall of glass, double- 
height steel box trusses form structural 
bridges, composed of guest rooms, whose 
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balconies connect all four sides of the 
atrium at the seventh and eighth and 
again at the 11th and 12th floors. 

Guests enter at ground level under a 
red canopy stretched over a steel pipe 
space frame which introduces the larger- 
scale structural frame defining the wall 
of the atrium. In addition to the recep- 
tion area, the ground level contains à 
two-story grand ballroom, several ban- 
quet rooms, the main kitchen and admin- 
istrative offices. Escalators transport 
guests up past a semicircular waterfall to 
a slightly raised circular plaza at the 
atrium level, around which food and 
beverage functions are situated. 

Glass elevators rise along the north 
wall, emerging from the atrium at tbe 
19th floor and continuing upward along 
the exterior face of the building in glass- 
enclosed shafts. 

Reunion tower, constructed of four 
concrete shafts, sports an open-frame 
geodesic sphere of tubular aluminum 
illuminated by 260 computer-operated 
bulbs; the sphere encircles a three-level 
top-house containing a revolving cocktail 
lounge, a revolving restaurant and a pub- 
lic observation deck. 
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Master Plan, Architecture & Structural En- 
gineering—W elton Becket Associates, Los 
Angeles; Client —Woodbine Development 
Corporation; Contractor—Henry C. Beck; 
Mechanical/Electrical Engineering— 
Herman Blum Consulting Engineers; In- 
terior Desien—Howard Hirsch & Associates, 
Beverly Hills, Ca.; Landscape Architecture 
—M vrick / Newman / Dahlhberg. 


January/February 1980 29 


Richard Payne 


Balthazar Korab 


Uk 


Atrium I. Sculpture by Mike Cunning- 
ham. 
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Loews Anatole, Dallas 


Situated across Stemmons Freeway 
from the Dallas Market Center, the 900- 
room Anatole provides a somewhat star- 
tling contrast to the array of shiny glass 
buildings found along many Dallas 
thoroughfares. The reddish brick struc- 
ture—intended to he “the premiere brick 
job in the country" —has a base punc- 
tuated by a series of recessed flat arches, 
some of which incorporate brick sculp- 
ture. The building mass, essentially com- 
prised of two interconnected boxes pene- 
trated by uniform grids of windows, is 
roofed by a trio of six-story truncated 
glass pyramids. 

Hollowed out of the two main building 
forms are two connected atria, each as 
large as a village square. Atrium I, topped 
by one pyramid, measures 130 feet hy 
130 feet and is surrounded by 14 floors 
of guest rooms. "Galatea," a [5-foot-tall 
lucite sculpture surrounded by a sunken 
seating area, marks the center of the 
space. Atrium II, topped by twin pyra- 
mids, measures 240 feet hy 130 feet and 
has 10 floors of guest rooms. Focal points 
in this space include five batiks from 
Ceylon (ranging in length from 88 to 136 
feet), a 66-foot high kiosk and a 10-story 
brick clock tower which conceals a fire 
stair. Glass elevators connect the two 
atria. 

Four restaurants and a discotheque 
are situated at various perimeter loca- 


tions, The lower floors also contain 
some 100,000 square feet of exhibit and 
meeting space, including a 1,000-seat 
auditorium in a conference center which 
adjoins the mass containing Atrium I. 

A geometry problem arose in creating 
the twin-pyramid roof for Atrium II, 
since the space is not quite twice as large 
as Atrium ] and was therefore too short 
for two full pyramids, The solution was 
to create a kind of saddle between the 
two peaks in which to merge the short- 
ened slopes. 

Instead of extending the windows to 
the ends of each facade— where corner 
suites are located—the architects "pulled 
the baths out to the corners" so as to en- 
hance the exterior composition through 
vertical expanses of brick which wrap 
around the edges of the building from 
one elevation to the next. 

Commissioned sculpture, paintings, 
tapestries, rugs and the use of lavish ma- 
terials and artifacts were all part of an 
attempt, says architect Overton Shelmire, 
“to avoid current-day fads and bedaz- 
zling glitz that lose their impact in a short 
time. We aimed rather to give the Anatole 
a timeless look of beauty and good taste." 


Architects—Beran & Shelmire; Developer 
— Trammell Crow; Interior Design-—Trisha 
Wilson & Associates: Mechanical-Electrical- 
Plumbing-—Brady, Lohrman & Pendleton; 
Structural —Nagler Engineers; Contractor — 
Austin Commercial, Inc. 
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The Grand, Houston 


Located at the intersection of West- 
heimer and the West Loop, the 14-story, 
318-room Grand offers moderately 
priced lodging in a dynamic area of the 
city—near the Galleria shopping complex 
and the surrounding heavy concentra- 
tion of office buildings. 

The hotel tower, finished on the ex- 
terior with white painted hrick and a 
dark bronze curtainwall, adjoins a five- 
level parking garage and a single-story 
wing containing ballroom, meeting space 
and restaurant. The modified trapezoidal 
shape of the tower yields two acute-angle 
corners, resulting in corner suites with 
non-rectilinear configurations. The free- 
way facade is divided at its center by a 
vertical composition formed hy glass- 
walled extensions of the elevator lobby 
on each guest room floor. 

Interior public spaces have painted 
brick walls combined with wood and 
fabric wallcoverings. Furnishings carry 
out a contemporary Southwestern theme 
and include “carefully selected" pieces 
of art. 


Architects—t loyd Jones Brewer & Asso- 
ciates; Owner—Proparco Equities; Operator 
— Hotel Management, Inc.; Interior Design 
—Mitsouko A. Burton Associates; Structural 
Engineers—Ellisor & Tanner; Contractor— 
Pence Construction Co. 


Photos by Richard Payne 
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Four Seasons Plaza Nacional, 
San Antonio 


This 250-room inner city hotel is situ- 
ated two blocks from the Riverwalk on a 
four-and-a-half-acre urban renewal tract 
awarded to the developers by the San 
Antonio Development Agency. Although 
other hotels have followed, the opening 
of the Plaza Nacional marked the first 
relief since 1968 for San Antonio's criti- 
cal shortage of first-class sleeping rooms. 

The concept called for a “garden ho- 
tel" of character and scale compatible 
with the simple structures comprising the 
adjacent La Villita Historic District west 
of the Hemisfair site. To conform to a 
somewhat residential scale, yet still pro- 
vide enough lodging capacity to make 
the project viahle, a six-story structure 
holding half of the rooms was joined by 
two wings—-providing the remaining 
rooms—which stair-step down to five 
stories and four stories. Courtyard trel- 
lises, covered walkways and a single-story 
wing of shops and meeting facilities com- 
plete the scale transition. In addition, 
three small historic structures previously 
existing on the site were adapted for reuse 
as a part of the hotel complex. 

Recalling the indigenous shed build- 
ings of La Villita, the hotel design con- 
sists of simple building forms covered by 
sloping, standing-seam metal roofs. Bal- 
conies not only provide a measure of 
early Texas character but afford sun con- 
trol and an opportunity for guests to en- 
joy mild weather and views of the court- 
yard or city. For speed of erection, the 
Plaza Nacional was constructed of pre- 
cast concrete with a stucco finish. 


Architects—Ford Powell & Carson; 
Financial Developers—Joe and Marianna 
Frost; Interiors—F PC Interiors; Mechanical- 
Electrical —K.M.Ng & Associates; Struc- 
tural—Feigen Span & Pinnell; Contractor— 
Bartlett Cocke, Jr. 
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'The Guest Quarters, Houston 


Billed as "the hotel with no rooms," 
the Guest Quarters is the sixth in a na- 
tional chain of hotels intended to fill a 
gap in the lodging industry by offering 
each guest a suite rather than a room. 
The 16-story, 210-suite facility, located 
in the thriving City Post Oak, attracts 
relocating families, or businessmen on 
extended visits, by offering home-like 
accommodations—living/dining area, 
bedroom, bath, and kitchen complete 
with major appliances and utensils. 
Guests also have the use of swimming 
pool, lounge and meeting room facilities. 
The hotel is constructed of pre-cast con- 
crete and bronze glass. 

Architects—S 4. Morris Associates; De- 
veloper—Gerald D. Hines Interests and 
Guest Quarters, Inc. (Norfolk, Virginia); 
Interiors—George M. Kaufman, Guest 
Quarters, Inc.; Mechanical-Electrical—Cook 
& Holle, Inc.: Structural—Walter P. Moore 
& Associates; Landscape Architects—Wins- 
low/Moore; Contractor—Harvey Construc- 
tion Co. 
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Stouffer's Greenway Plaza, 
Houston 


Reflecting a widespread urban trend, 
this 400-room facility was erected spe- 
cifically to serve the huge mixed-use de- 
velopment of which it is a part. The hotel 
completed the formal plaza composition 
as the first non-office tower among six 
high-rise huildings. It has all-weather con- 
nections to over two million square feet 
of office space, a subterranean retail con- 
course and The Summit sports arena. 

A rchitects— Lloyd Jones Brewer & Asso- 
ciates; Owner-—Century Development Cor- 
poration; Interiors—Stouffer's Hotels, Cleve- 
land, Ohio; Mechanical-Electrical —I. A. 
Naman & Associates; Structural —Ellisor & 
Tanner; C ontractor—Miner-Dederick Con- 
struction Corporation. 
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Riverwalk Marriott, San Antonio 


One of a new wave of hotels now un- 
der construction or planned for San An- 
tonio, the 30-story, 500-room Marriott 
occupies a small site—forcing a vertical 
composition—on the Riverwalk exten- 
sion between Market and Commerce. 
Public spaces are oriented toward land- 
scaped terraces preserved along the river, 
The poured-in-place concrete structure 
includes a 10,000-square-foot ballrooin 
and ample meeting space, several inulti- 
level interior spaces, and an indoor-out- 
door pool under a sloping glass atrium at 
the fifth level. 

Architects—Golemon & Rolfe, Houston; 
Developer—Mariner Interests, Houston; 
Interiors—Jeff Howard Associates, Coral 
Gables, Florida; Mechanical-Electrical— 
MTF. Mechanical Contractors, San An- 
tonto; Structural —Colaco Engineers, Hous- 
ton; Contractor—W. S. Bellows, Houston. 


LBJ Hilton, Dallas 


This suburban Hilton, comprising 4 
stories and 300 rooms, was inserted into 
an already highly developed area both to 
attract the travelling executive and to tap 
local potential for food, beverage and 
meeting business. The commercial space 
has been "pulled into the lead corner for 
easy identity and public access," while 
the front desk is situated to function 
quietly and separately. The sawtooth 
facade, of brick and film-coated glass, 
provides an angular alcove in each room 
and is oriented for maximum sun con- 
trol. Individual heating/cooling units— 
specified for economy—extend 
through the solid walls of the facade, 
fulfilling an additional role as a design 
elernent which provides texture and 
scale. 

Architects—Golemon & Rolfe, Houston; 
Developer—Mariner Interests, Houston; 
Interiors—Jeff Howard Associates, Coral 
Gahles, Florida; Mechanical-Electrical— 
Sam T. Wallace, lnc., Dallas; Structural— 
Colaco Engineers, Houston; Contractor— 
W. S. Bellows, Houston. 
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Hotels in the Works 
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Hyatt Regency, Austin 


Construction is scheduled to begin in April on a 16-story 
Hyatt Regency Hotel on the south shores of Town Lake near 
downtown Austin. The $30 million project, designed by 
Py-Vavra, Architects, of Milwaukee, Wisc., will include 453 
guest rooms, a revolving rooftop restaurant and lounge, an 
atrium, meeting and banquet rooms, a 1,000-seat ballroom, a 
multi-level landscaped terrace overlooking the lake, and an 
elevated boardwalk along the shorcline serving as a continuation 
of the Town Lake hikc-and-bike trail. According to developers, 
the new Austin Hyatt is designed to bc sensitive to the Town 
Lake environment and to "create the “Austin Look’ " by using 
“as many natural materials as possible in construction and land- 
scaping,” and to afford views of the lake from each guestroom 
and a downtown vista from the north side of the building. The 
project is scheduled to be completed in November 1981. 
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Tandy Center, Fort Worth 


The 14-level, 508-room Tandy Center 
Hotel, designed by the Houston firm 
3D/ International and scheduled for 
completion in mid-1981, will cover a 
three-block area at the north end of Fort 
Worth's central business district. The 
building will cross over Houston Street, 
allowing traffic to move under an 18- 
foot-high opening. Atop this "overpass" 
will be a linear mall which will afford 
views of the downtown area as well 
as provide access to a 1,000-seat ball- 
room. The hotel's trapezoidal shape is 
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Hyatt Regency, Fort Worth 


Renovation is now underway on Fort Worth's historic Hotcl 
Texas, a $32 million project scheduled for completion in the 
spring of 1981 as the new 530-room Hyatt Regency Fort Worth. 
The Dallas firm Jarvis Putty Jarvis has redesigned the 
59-year-old structure (listed on the National Register of His- 
toric Places) to blend a “futuristic” interior with a distinctively 
historic exterior. The principal element of the new design is a 
six-story atrium lobby which will feature a 26-foot waterfall, a 
skylight and a three-story platform for dining and entertainment. 
On the exterior, arched windows and ornamentation will be re- 
tained at the street level and at the building's crest, while win- 
dows from the third to the thirteenth floors will be replaced by 
tempered glass. The entrance level will house guest regis- 
tration facilities, coffee shop, cocktail and entertainment lounge 
and a specialty restaurant accessible from Main Street. The sec- 
ond level will feature an informal cocktail lounge, the grand 
ballroom and a prefunction area. Pedestrian walkways will link 
the hotel to an "Executive Wing." where a pool and health club 
will be located, and to Continental Plaza, a 40-story office build- 
ing now under construction just north of the hotel. 
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Inn on the Park, Houston 


Plans were announced iast September 
for a new | 1-story, 383-room hotel in 
Houston's Riverway complex. The $32 
million Inn on the Park, designed by the 
Houston firm S.I. Morris Associates and 
scheduled for completion in early 1981, 
will be curved in form so that the build- 
ing's convex side will follow the curving 
perimeter of nearby Buffalo Bayou and 
Memorial Park, while its concave side 
partially encircles a swimming pool and 
adjoining lake. The entrance will lead 
to a split-level lobby where 18-foot- 
high glass walls will provide views of the 
surrounding Riverway terrain. Recre- 
ational facilities will include a health 
club, outside jogging track and four 
tennis courts. 
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Hotel Meridien, Houston 


Upon scheduled completion in March 1980, the Hotel Meridi- 
en will complete downtown Houston's Allen Center "super- 
block," a mixed-use development of office buildings each of 
separate architectural identity but all physically linked and inte- 
grated as a whole into a common landscaped setting. Designed by 
the Houston firm Lloyd Jones Brewer & Associates, architects for 
the Allen Center complex, the hotel will feature a trapezoidal 
floor plan and a curtain wall composed of a combination of 
silver-reflective and bronze-tinted glass to contrast with and 
complement the predominantly rectangular, precast character of 
Allen Center's two completed office buildings (One and Two 
Allen Center). A 19-floor tower will contain the hotel's 363 
rooms and suites and will afford views of nearby Sam Houston 
Park as well as the central business district. The tower will be 
connected to One Allen Center by a two-story structure which 
will contain the hotel's lobby, reception area, restaurants, 
boutiques and cocktail lounges on the first level and meeting 
rooms and a ballroom on the second level. 


Stouffer's Plaza, San Antonio 


Due to begin construction "sometime 
in 1980," according to developers, is the 
proposed Stouffer's San Antonio Plaza 
Hotel designed by the Houston firm 
Koetter Tharp Cowell & Bartlett and 
to be located on the River Walk in down- 
town San Antonio. A three-story struc- 
ture will contain the main lobby, 8,000 
square feet of retail shopping space and 
three specialty restaurants, all covered 
with glass roof and walls to provide an 
atrium skylight effect. The main struc- 
ture also will house a 20,000-square-foot 
ballroom, on top of which will be an 
outdoor swimming pool, two tennis 
courts and a lounge. Topping all this off 
will be a 15-story tower containing the 
hotel's 700 guest rooms, 28 of which 
will feature landscaped terraces over- 
looking the river. 
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Put New Excitement 
underfoot with 


Whitacre-Greer Pavers. 


Do something different in clay. Check with Great 
Southern Supply Company for everything that's new 
and unique in flooring and walls. 


The Whitacre-Greer collection of architectural pavers 
presents designers with a broader choice of textures 
and colors than ever before. Hexagonals, squares and 
rectangles are available in a full range of sizes, 5” 


thin to 214" thick, all designed for use inside or out- 
side. Natural earth colors make Whitacre-Greer 
pavers ideal for terraces, courtyards, architectural 
streets and walks. 


Great Southern has the largest selection of architec- 
tural pavers in Texas. And we sell and deliver any- 
where in the state. We've also been providing the 
unusual for Texas Architects for more than thirty years. 


Give us a call. Our representative will visit you any- 
where in Texas; even become a part of your design 
team. Contact Howard Dudding or Gene Ballard at 
Great Southern Supply for complete information. Or, 
come see it all at our Houston showroom. 


P.O. Box 14507 * Houston, Texas 77021 ° 713/644-1751 


GREAT SOUTHERN SUPPLY COMPANY 
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THE ULTIMATE AGGREGATE PANEL 


20 years of field performance in sites as diverse 
as Saudi Arabia and Antarctica prove the 
durability and quality of Sanspray panels. Its light 
weight proves installation is easy and cost-saving 
and price proves Sanspray is competitive with 
stucco and other prefinished panels. Prove it to 
yourself. Write today for a free sample and price 
list. 
Available on APA 
grademarked plywood or 
FRC (fiber-reinforced ce- 
ment) substrates - 10 


colors and 5 textures - 
SANSPRAY ۳د‎ 
EES 


Bill Darwin Company, Inc. Johnson Construction Specialities 
2741 Satsuma, Suite 108 3420 Rusk 


P.O. Box 26925 P.O. Box 1360 
Dallas, TX 75229 Houston, TX 77001 
(214) 241-9866 (713) 224-8830 


Prove it to yourself. Choose the Texas distributor closest to you 
and write him today for your free sample and price list. 


Name Title 


Company. —  . — ... Telephone 
Address 
City 


Sita... Zip 


design versatility - panel economy‏ ووي 
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FACING PAGE: Empty Galvez parking lot 
in 1979 contrasts sharply with bustle on the 
seawall (ABOVE) during the hotel's heyday, 
circa 1917, TOP: "Gentlemen's Buffet and 
Grille," 1911. RIGHT: 1911 loggia over- 
looking the Gulf. 
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The Hotel Galvez 


Gulf Coast Landmark in Transition 


By Michael McCullar 


Not since 1898 when a fire of un- 
known origin razed The Beach Hotel, a 
dazzling 200-room Victorian resort hos- 
telry designed by Nicholas Clayton, had 
Galveston seen anything quite like it. 
"Good enough for everybody and not 
too good for anybody," boasted promo- 
tional brochures for the new 250-room 
Hotel Galvez, designed by the St. Louis 
firm Mauran and Russell and completed 
in 1911. The Galvez offered something 
for everyone as it attracted tourists to 
Galveston's "superb beaches and mild 
sea breezes" by first attracting tourists 
to itself. Wicker roller chairs carried 
guests back and forth along Seawall 
Boulevard. Dining rooms and suites in 
theme decor—from ancient navigation to 
Louis XVI—furnished an atmosphere of 
period wonderment, while a candy shop. 
drug store, soda fountain, barber shop 
and "Gentlemen's Buffet and Grille" 
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catered to more practical needs. And the 
hotel's "Scientific Kitchen," according to 
à contemporary newspaper account, fea- 
tured such technological wizardry as an 
"electronically controlled machine" for 
removing the "natural clothing of pota- 
toes" and an "apparatus of complex de- 
sign" for washing dishes, not to mention 
banquet grills which stretched "down the 
long room in an interminable line." 
Completion of the million-dollar proj- 
ect, financed by a consortium of local 
businessmen and enthusiastic citizens, 
also marked the city's reemergence as a 
first-class resort community following 
the devastating hurricane of 1900. Pick- 
ing up the pieces in its aftermatb, sur- 
viving residents envisioned a new resort 
hotel daringly fronting the seawall as a 
sign of reassurance to themselves and 
the rest of the country that Galveston 
was recovering very nicely, thank vou. 


د لد 


Sea breezes were tonically mild once 
again, the beaches still superb. 

Six decades of boom and bust followed 
for Galveston and its premier hotel, 
which was to track the city's tourist in- 
dustry as it peaked and slowly declined. 
The Spindletop gusher near Beaumont 
in 1901 marked the beginning of the end 
of Galveston's 19th-century reign as the 
state's commercial center. Completion of 
the Houston ship channel in 1917 made 
it certain: Houston was to thrive on 
Texas' new oil industry while Galveston's 
prosperity was to depend upon visitors 
on its beaches. After its heyday of the 
1920s and '30s, during which the Galvez 
played host to throngs of visiting digni- 
taries, local socialites and vacationing 
families year ‘round, the hotel’s hatches 
were battened by World War II when the 
U.S. Coast Guard enlisted it in defense 
of the strategic Gulf Coast. The postwar 
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Grecian Room, 1979. 
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gambling era on Galveston Island brought 
a tourism revival of sorts, but when the 
state effectively put a lid on gambling in 
the mid-'50s, the Galveston economy 
began to deteriorate once again, and 
along with it the countenance and popu- 
larity of the Hotel Galvez. 

Finally, in 1978, the Galvez closed its 
doors and was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, its last claim 
to fame unti! Houston heart surgeon Dr. 
Denton Cooley formed a partnership 
with Archie Bennet, Jr., chairman of 
Houston-based Mariner Interests, and 
announced plans last summer to restore 
the venerable Gulf Coast landmark to a 
"well-deserved new dignity." 

Renovation is now well underway on 
the $10 million project, under the archi- 
tectural guidance of John Kirksey Asso- 
ciates of Houston. Scheduled for coin- 
pletion in the spring of 1980, the new 
"Galvez Marriott Inn" essentially will be 
a "new hotel in an old shell," according 
to project architects. Although the initial 
concept was to take the existing struc- 
ture, from the basement to the seventh 
floor penthouse, and renovate it as is, 
says project manager Mike Meyers, it 
soon became apparent that such an ap- 
proach would not be worth the effort. 

“For three months we climbed all over 
the hotel," Meyers says, “the interior, 
the exterior, out on the balconies and 
the window ledges. And as anybody 
who’s ever seen the Galvez knows, once 
you get inside and past the first floor, 
there’s nothing of any real architectural 
significance anymore. We found 183 
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rooms and 178 room types, and an in- 
credible collection of various elements— 
none of which were very nice. All the 
pizazz and architectural character of the 
building—the special moldings and 
cornices and column capitals—were on 
the first floor. The upper-floor guest 
rooms had been renovated three or four 
times over the years. Walls had been 
changed, bathrooms added, tiles and fix- 
tures didn’t match. Sometimes that sort 
of thing has a magical ring to it. But in 
this case it was just tacky.” 

Meyers says the most logical and cost- 
effective approach to renovating the 
Galvez was to gut the interior from the 
second floor on up—tearing everything 
down to exterior walls, columns, stairs 
and elevators—and start from scratch. 
The 11-room penthouse on the seventh 
floor will be redivided into four separate 
guest rooms, while floors two through six 
will contain the remaining 223 rooms, all 
standard in format, furnishings and decor 
according to Marriott specifications. (The 
new Galvez will be managed by Mariner 
Corporation under franchise agreement 
with the Marriott chain.) 

The vintage first floor lobby, ballroom, 
banquet rooms, dining rooms and meet- 
ing rooms will remain basically intact, as 
will the exterior. Workers are now clean- 
ing, patching and repairing the stucco 
facade. Substantial alterations outside 
involve mainly the rearrangement of the 
site plan and the addition and relocation 
of amenities: the two-story Galvez Motel 
will be demolished to make way for park- 
ing spaces on the east side of the hotel; 
the main entrance will be relocated to the 
porte cochere on the north side (the 
original main entrance); and the southern 
entrance will become an indoor-outdoor 
swimming pool and covered terrace over- 
looking the Gulf. Plans also call for a 
sauna, gift shop, lobby bar, boardwalk 
arcade and additional parking spaces 
along Seawall Boulevard. 

Commenting on the Galvez renova- 
tion, Mariner Corporation President 
Thomas Lattin said the project is par- 
ticularly exciting because of the hotel's 
“historical role on the Texas Gulf Coast, 
and because of what it can represent to 
the economic growth of the Galveston 
area.” Strategically, Galveston indeed 
offers a close and convenient vacation 
spot for Houstonites tethered by the gas 
crunch to a 50-mile radius of Houston. 
And the rebirth of the Galvez, along 
with the renovation of the Moody Con- 
vention Center across the street, may set 
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Loggia overlooking the Gulf, circa 1979. 


the stage for yet another revival of tour- 
ism and conventioneering in Galveston, 
which may long ago have lost the lead 
as Texas' commercial epicenter, but not 
32 miles of the state's finest sun, sand 
and surf. 


Ed Stewart 


Architects: John Kirksey Associates, 
Houston 

Project Architect: Juan Romero 

Interior Designers: Jeffrey Howard & 
Associates, Coral Gables, Fla. 

Structural Engineering: Colaco Engineers, 
Houston 

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing: Raynaud 
Engineers, Houston 

General Contractor: Eaves Construction 
Company, Houston 


Bmp si 
2283: 


T 


1 
mal 


=> آ‎ ds 
Toe 


y ? a 1 Wt 


Rendering of the final product, circa mid-1980. 
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Aalto's Gift 


Concern for Humanity 


By Martin Price 


Ne S 

The author submitted the Jollowing arti- 
cle in conjunction with the announcement 
that a major exhibit on the works of Alvar 
Aalto will be on display in the Fine Arts 
Building of the University of Texas at Ar- 
lington January 22—February 12. (Open 
for viewing 9 to 4 Monday—Friday and 
Sundays I to 4.) Hosted by the UTA Uni- 
versity Art Gallery and the School of Archi- 
tecture and Environmental Design, the ex- 
hibit consists of about 90 photo panels of 

A alto's designs from 1924 to 1975, along 
with a selection of original sketches, draw- 
ings, and paintings, and an assortment of 

his models, sculpture and furniture pieces, 
lighting fixtures and ceramic tiles. Designed 
hy Kaarlo Leppanen under the auspices of 
the Museum of Finnish Architecture and 
sponsored by the Ministry of Education, 

the exhibit has been on display in Europe 
and, most recently, at Chicago's Museum 

of Science and Industry. 

Coinciding with the exhibition will be a 
symposium on Aalto Wednesday evening 
January 30 Participants will include: 
FRIAR EDMUND SMITH, of the Mt. 
Angel Abbey in Oregon, whose library 
Aalto designed; ONELL FORD, FATA, of 
San Antonio, who has called Aalto the 
greatest architect of the 20th century; 
EDGAR KAUFMANN, JR., of New York, 
who commissioned Aalto to design the 
boardroom for the Institute of International 
Education in New York; KAARLO LEP- 
PANEN, of Helsinki, a former associate 
of Aalto and designer of the Aalto exhibit; 
JAMES PRATT, FAIA, of Dallas, who— 
as did Aalto—calls upon nature for his 
design inspiration; and GORAN SCHILDT, 
of Helsinki, author and personal friend of 
Aalto, 
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When I first met Alvar Aalto in 1975, 
1 experienced an overwhelming feeling of 
admiration in his presence. His life's 
work flashed before me and, after a 
moment of silence, I said, "Thank you 
Mr. Aalto for your concern for humani- 
ty." He looked older than his years, but 
his eyes acknowledged my remark with a 
youthful sparkie. 

I was quite pleased that perhaps in a 
short phrase I had summed up his life's 
effort. For Alvar Aalto was most in- 
volved with solving problems for people 
and less with form causes. He was never 
satisfied just to solve problems function- 
ally and rationally from a technical point 
of view, extending rationality into the 
area of human physical and psychologi- 
cal needs. Aalto used to describe tubular 
steel chairs as being technically rational 
because they were light in weight and 
could be mass produced easily. But he 
felt they were not rational from the 
human point of view because they con- 
ducted heat and cold too well, their shiny 
chromium surfaces reflected light too 
brightly, and they were not acoustically 
suitable for a room. 

Aalto stated that the purpose of archi- 
tecture, ". . , is still to bring the material 
world into harmony with human life." 
There now is a spirit beginning through- 
out much of the world which may enable 
us to return this balance. We have passed 
through the Industrial Revolution and the 
Artistic Revolution, Cubism. This was a 
period where abstraction—whether in 
music, poetry, painting, sculpture, or 
architecture—was based on very mental, 
intellectual, unemotional. mechanical 
processes. During this era, a greater gap 
existed between artist and audience; peo- 
ple in general fost touch with the arts. 
The startling realization that the scien- 
tific endeavor has been creating a “fall- 
nut," or more problems than it has heen 
solving. has created an atmosphere for a 
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return to a more natural way. With this 
more natural way, and with the return to 
an awareness of and concern for the nat- 
ral environment, we can again have a 
closer harmony between creative people 
and their audience. This will result in a 
more populist movement and a less elitist 
one. 

Unfortunately, we have movements 
around us—especially in the northeast, 
always a center for more esoterica—such 
as the reconstituted Corbuists and the 
bad-is-beautiful Popists. But the north- 
east, with its dense population centers 
and resulting inhuman cities, has been so 
removed from the natural way that artists 
have had to retreat to an artificial way, 

a more esoteric pseudo-intellectual way, 
With the decline of that area, perhaps 
we will stop looking there for inspiration, 
stop perpetuating an inferiority com- 
plex about that area, return to the real 
world, and regain self-confidence. 

The atmosphere now seems right for 
what Alvar Aalto has been providing for 
over forty years. There is nothing mysti- 
cal about what he has accomplished; he 
has done it with very few words. (Per- 
haps the smaller the idea the more words 
needed to present it.) Unlike the work of 
the pseudo-intellectuals, Alvar Aalto's 
work can be appreciated least through 
words, plans. drawings, and even photo- 
graphs. These techniques work better for 
more formal, intellectual objects. His 
works, for people, must actually 
be experienced to gather in the subtleties 
and the nuances that were designed for 
people. No "pretty plans" syndrome or 
"axonometric object-making" with the 
work of Alvar Aalto. 

He and other Finnish artists never lost 
sight of man in relation to nature. They 
were a people stubborn enough and dis- 
tant enough not to have let science and 
technics erase their "insight," their com- 
mon sense for a more natural way. Jean 
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.. the water and how it juxtaposes to the land in an undulating relationship دد‎ . inspire Alvar Aalto... .’ TOP ROW: The Finnish land- 
scape; two views of glass vases from Savoy Restaurant, 1937 (still being manufactured today). MIDDLE ROW: Floating logs; Student dormi- 
tory, Baker House, MLT. 1947-48 (Photo hy Martin Price). BOTTOM ROW: Finnish Pavilion, New York World Fair, 1939 (Photo by Ezra 
Stoller); detail of sculpture from the boardroom, Institute of International Education, New York, 1964-65; ceiling construction, council 
chamber, Saynatsalo Town Hail, 1950-52. 
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"W'ainscoatings of curved glazed tiles, inviting touch, often cover columns and walls.” En- 


trance hali (above) and stair hall (below), University of Jyvaskyla, 1952-57. 


“His stairs are like continuous flowing waterfalls.” 
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Sibelius created a musical literature in 
which the forests and lakes were inspira- 
tions easily understood by his audience. 
Joonas Kokkonen, Finland’s leading 
composer, continues a music firmly 
anchored in tonality but incorporating 
techniques of a more abstract nature. 
However, in Kokkonen’s music, the 
“heast has been tamed.” He observes 

a mood throughout the musical world 
for a return to a more romantic founda- 
tion, a victory for the sentimental versus 
the mental. 

With Alvar Aalto, as with Sibelius, 
there is little tendency toward a style 
based on an artificial whim of the mo- 
ment that has built-in obsolescence, since 
nature is the inspiration. With the use of 
natural materials, textures and natural 
light, and the soft uodulating lines and 
rhythms of nature as inspiration, his 
works are more comfortable because 
they are not severe exercises in abstract 
geometry. People are more comfortable 
with less severe elitist abstractions. 
Human emotions and imperfections are 
certainly a part of all of us, even if the 
"mentalists" would deny it. Alvar Aalto's 
works attempt to deal with the emotions 
of people; his results are beautifully 
romaotic, lyrical, and poetic. 

His buildings are always harmoniously 
sited, like a grafting to the urban or rural 
fabric, and become a harmonious com- 
position between man-made and natural 
forms. But it is the magnificently crafted 
interiors that unfold to express how suc- 
cessfully he has made man comfortable. 
If one can walk into a building and say 
it is comfortable, that is the greatest sat- 
isfaction that a person or the architect 
ban get out of it. How many architects 
have denied this psychological need of 
humanity? 

Alvar Aalto continued a Finnish tradi- 
tion that was established by Eliel Saari- 
nen. The rhythm of the forest, the tex- 
tures of the trees, the granite rocks that 
help to form the Finnish landscape, the 
water and how it is juxtaposed to the 
land in an undulating relationship, the 
snow and ice—all have joined to inspire 
Alvar Aalto and form the notes from 
which he has composed his architectural 
symphonies. His spaces are paths flowing 
through his buildings—both horizontally 
and vertically—for a natural human 
routing. He never started with a modular 
system or grid, hut rather used dreamlike 
sketches for creative invention, Then the 
systems follow, rather than his following 
the systems. He was always therefore the 
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LEFT: “His roofs that reach for light unfold like plant forms." MIDDLE; ".. . magnificently crafted interiors that unfold to express how suc- 
cessfully he has made man comfortable.” RIGHT: ". .. one door pull over another to provide the right amount of pushing and pulling leverage." 


“, .. his results are beautifully romantic, lyrical, and poetic." Main building, University of Technology, Otaniemi, 1955-64 (also photos above, 
except for door pull, which is a similar detail from another project). 
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“, , , the soft undulating lines and rhythms of nature, as inspiration , , . ." Armchair, Paimio 
Sanitorium, 1932. 


P i 7 da, 


* , . ceilings are shaped to provide good acoustical conditions." Vuoksenniska Church, 
Imatra, 1958, 
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master and not the servant, and his disci- 
plined freedom succeeded over schematic 
dogmatism. 

Aalto’s interiors are comfortable be- 
cause they are carefully scaled, to people. 
Surfaces become details, not bland but 
rich in texture—from natural materials, 
from rhythms of lines, or from variations 
and highlights from natural light. These 
textures result in ornament which satis- 
fies people’s emotions, and his decora- 
tions are organically related to materials 
and functions. He considered people's 
needs when he rounded the corners of 
iis glass coffee tahle to prevent the edges 
"rom becoming dangerous weapons, and 
he shape continues the aesthetic of fluid 
*orms. Since people's heights vary, he 
has often placed one door pull over an- 
other to provide the right amount of 
pushing and pulling leverage. 

And Alvar Aalto's interiors are touch- 
able. Even leather is used for handrails 
or door pull coverings for the warinth 
and richness of touch. Wainscoatings of 
curved glazed tiles, inviting touch, often 
cover columns and walls. 

Lighting fixtures not only provide a 
light source, but light themselves (thus 
reducing the contrast between an other- 
wise dark fixture and the light it pro- 
duces) and they provide a richness of 
detail and ornament. Walls and ceilings 
are shaped to provide good acoustical 
conditions. A softening of geometry with 
continuous undulating lines like those 
found in nature avoids the boxlike spaces 
that people simply do not like. His roofs 
that reach for light unfold like plant 
forms. His stairs are like continuous 
flowing waterfalls, hut they also appear 
to extend an invitation to rise, reinforc- 
ing a more natural path upward. His 
spaces are not static but are moving ex- 
periences asking the eye to pan the rich 
lyrical play of light, color, and texture. 

Those of us with human feelings 
have been crying out for architects to 
provide the warming up of all that cool- 
ness which has passed for modern. We 
have been waiting too long for the full 
understanding and appreciation of that 
sensuous but disciplined poetry which 
was Aalto's gift to humanity. 

Martin Price is a Fort 
Worth architect and 
associate professor at 
the University of 
Texas at Arlington. 
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LEFT: "His buildings are always harmoniously cited |..." Seinajoki Town Hall, 1963-65 (both photos). RIGHT: "... highlights from 
natural light." 
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"His spaces are not static but are moving experiences asking the eye to pan the rich lyrical play of light, color, and texture.” Library, Mount 
Angel Benedictine College, Oregon, 1965-70. 
| 
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Here's your AA&C team (I. to r.): Morton, Fortier, Sprang, Proffitt, Bartetzko, W. Jeffs, Ferris, Wright, R. Jeffs, Burton, Whittemore. 


Well be in Texas to Serve All 
TSA Members and Their Employees 


Effective August 1 the Texas Society of Architects group life, major medical, and disability income 
program is insured by the John Hancock Life Insurance Company under a national AIA program 
specially designed for the state of Texas and sponsored and endorsed by TSA. 


Association Administrators & Consultants, with a record of seven years of nation-wide service to AIA 
members, assumes the responsibilities of maintaining the TSA program and handling all claims under 
the policy control of the Texas Society of Architects. An AA&C service office will be established in 
Austin to bring in-state service to Texas architects. 


AA&C now provides insurance programs for some 1600 architectural and engineering firms embracing 
more than 13,000 employees, and covering 40,000 persons in total, including dependents. 


Our officers, account executives, and a staff of more than 40 people are now hard at work to make the 
TSA insurance program one of the most important benefits of membership in the Texas Society of 
Architects, both for current participants and TSA firms which wish to enter the program for the first time. 


CALL ANY OF US TOLL FREE AT 800/854-0491 IF YOU NEED A HAND! 


X ASSOCIATION ADMINISTRATORS & CONSULTANTS, INC. 


The National AIA Insurance Service Organization 
Sy 18872 Mac Arthur Boulevard, Suite 400 
Irvine, California 92715 
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A PLAN FOR INSIDE SUPPORT 


THAT’S WORTH REPEATING. 


The Whataburger” hamburger 
restaurant chain is rapidly expanding 
across Texas. In order to maintain the 
resulting accelerated building schedule, 
the architects at Whataburger needed an 
efficient roof truss system. One that would 
support Whataburger's distinctively 
complex roofline. And one that could be 
readily mass produced. 

The Whataburger architects took this 
project to the professional truss designers 


Whataburger ^ hamburger restaurant 


at Timber Tech. And they got the truss 
design to meet their demands. 

The Timber Tech truss designers are 
experienced, dedicated professionals. 
Backed by proven facts and solid 
examples, like this Whataburger project, 
they can show you how innovative use of 
pre-engineered trusses can simplify the 
most complicated roofline structure. And, 
in turn, how an initial truss design can be 
accurately and efficiently mass produced. 


These truss designers are readily 
available for consultation at Timber Tech 


truss manufacturing plants in major Texas 
and Oklahoma cities. Thats especially 
convenient if you're working on a multiple 
location project. 

So why not give the professional truss 
designers at Timber Tech a call? And see 
how they can offer you some inside 


support. Again. And again. And again. 


TIMBER TECH INC 
Austin (512) 458-3159 
Dallas/Fort Worth (817) 467-4673 
Houston (713) 376-2370 
Oklahoma City (405) 842-1566 
San Antonio (512) 658-7057 
Tulsa (918) 224-9390 


Architect / Builder: Whataburger ^ of Alice, Inc. 


Victorian Ingenuity 


Two 19th Century Commercial Buildings 


By David G. Woodcock 


For the last three summers architec- 
ture students at Texas A&M University 
have been recording 19th-century build- 
ings in Hearne and Calvert as part of an 
historic preservation program. These 
studies revealed two examples of a com- 
mercial building type that demonstrates 
both the ingenuity of the Victorian build- 
er in responding to climate and lighting 
needs and the wealth and prosperity of 
the Brazos Valley at the end of the 19th 
century. 

The rich agricultural land of the 
Brazos Valley was settled by pioneers 
under the leadership of Sterling Clack 
Robertson in the early 1830s. Granted 
to the Nashville Company of Tennessee 
hy the Mexican Government, the lands 
were later absorbed into the Stephen F. 
Austin Grant. After Independence in 
1836 and Statehood in 1845, a portion 
of the original Nashville Company tract 
was designated as Robertson County. 
During the political stability which fol- 
lowed after 1850, the area became a 
major cotton producer, and cotton plant- 
ers, led by Robert Calvert, began nego- 
tiations for a railroad to transport their 
product to the Gulf Coast. The Houston 
and Texas Central Railroad had begun 
construction northward from Houston by 
1855 and, after the interruption of the 
Civil War, reached Hearne in early 1868 
and Calvert some months later. The rail- 
road brought a rapid increase of popula- 
tion to both cities. By the 1890s, their 
descriptions include references to high- 
quality commercial establishinents of all 
kinds, fraternal meeting places, opera 
houses, hotels and churches, as well as 
the ubiquitous saloon which was an early 
arrival in the boom towns of the period. 
All of these establishments naturally 
were matched by fine houses in the ad- 
jacent residential areas—from the simple 
cottage style to the elegance and gran- 
deur of the High Victorian mansion. 
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Photos by David Woodcock 


Smith-Welch Library, Hearne. 


The building type under review here 
is basically a typical structure in a stan- 
dard Victorian commercial block. 
Widths, controlled by the availability of 
floor joists to span between masonry 
party walls, varied from 22 to 28 feet. 
The lots often were more than 100 feet 
deep, with access to a rear service alley 
in the center of a gridiron city hlock. 
The problems of this configuration for a 
retail operation in the central Texas cli- 
mate are obvious—the difficulty of 
achieving any kind of cross ventilation to 
counter high temperature and humidity, 


and the need to introduce natural light 
into the central part of the sales area. 
610 Main Street, Calvert 

As part of the research in 1977, the 
building at 610 Main Street in Calvert, 
now the Cotton Blossom Antique Shop. 
immediately became a focus of interest. 
Located on the east side of the street, the 
building stretches all the way back to 
Railroad Street and has a major service 
entrance directly adjacent to the railroad. 
The Main Street facade is undated, but 
the cast-iron front at street level was 
manufactured in St. Louis by Mesker 
Brothers, Front Builders, and bears a 
patent date of 1887. The two-story fa- 
cade is in brick, probably of local origin, 
and has an ornate belt course above the 
second-floor windows. These windows 
are embellished by cast-iron hood mold- 
ings, the outer two in a flat pattern with 
a decorative fleur-de-lis centerpiece, the 
inner pair sharing a pedimented molding. 
The whole facade is crowned by a cast- 
iron parapet designed in three parts and 
embellished with bold classical decora- 
tion. The center section is surmounted by 
a full pediment. 

The wood-framed canopy in front of 
the building displays similarly ornate 
Victorian detailing but is in fact a 1972 
replacement of an earlier metal-post 
canopy which was demolished during a 
truck accident. 

Cast-iron columns in the facade at 
first-floor level frame two display win- 
dows which flank a recessed double door 
with vertical glass panels. The door is 
surmounted by a horizontal light above 
the transom. The facade currently is 
painted in a Wedgwood blue, with the 
trim and decorative appointments in 
white. 

Impressive though this facade is, the 
real impact of the building is felt as one 
passes from the sidewalk into the store 
itself. The main sales floor, 23 feet wide 
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TOP: Long section of Cotton Blossom. 
ABOVE: Interior. Note skylight above 
gallery area in rear. RIGHT: Gallery level. 
Openings on the right originally provided 
additional light, 
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and 95 feet deep, is totally uninterrupted 
by structural supports, yet the two-story 
space is punctuated by a long gallery 
projecting some six and a half feet from 
the side walls and running over 75 feet 
down the length of the building, termi- 
nating at each end with a semi-circular 
section. The gallery is enclosed by an 
ornate balustrade and an upper decora- 
tive element with turned spindles match- 
ing lower halusters. The two elements 
are connected by a series of wooden 
columns, also elegantly turned and linked 
to the upper component by decorative 
brackets. 

At the center of the building there is a 
skylight, approximately eight feet by 
twelve feet, which is deeply recessed into 
a panelled opening, providing for the 
play of indirect light within the building. 

The date of this elegant, and struc- 
turally ingenious, interior is not certain. 
Deed records for the lot go hack to 1869, 
and it has been in the hands of many 
prominent Calvert families. Throughout 
most of its history, the building served 
as a dry goods store. Recollections of 
local residents confirm that it was a high 
class establishment which attracted cus- 
tomers from Dallas and Houston, who 
came by train to purchase merchandise 
imported from Europe through New 
York. 

Fine milliners were employed to make 
custom-designed hats for the female 
customers. The milliners worked on the 
second floor gallery, while the fabrics, 
laces and trimmings were displayed on 
the floor below. The business office was 
in the rear portion of the upper floor 
and was connected to the sales floor hy 
a wire-and-basket system. The sales 
clerk placed the purchase slip and cash 
in the basket, which was then swung to 
the bookkeeping office, thus keeping 
cash out of the lower part of the store. 

Whatever the actual date—and 1890 
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seems a likely speculation—there is no 
doubt that this building represents a very 
elegant solution to the problem of maxi- 
mizing space and comfort in this type 

of building. Only by careful investiga- 
tion, and an uncomfortable entry to the 
very low-pitched roof space, is it possi- 
ble to verify that the gallery is in fact 
hung from a series of trusses. A three- 
fourths-inch metal rod passes through the 
wooden columns joining the balustrade 
to the ceiling. The lower end of the rod 
passes through the edge plate of the 
gallery and terminates, presumably with 
à metal plate secured hy means of a 
threaded connection and concealed by a 
circular wooden hoss. The upper end is 
similarly connected through a wood truss 
centered on each set of rods. 

This system allows the sales space to 
be effectively 19 feet bigh and to receive 
light from the skylight deep in the center 
of the building. Light and ventilation 
were increased by a series of side win- 
dows at the gallery level. These were 
later blocked by the development of an 
adjacent two-story building, but they are 
clearly visible on the inside and appear 
in early photographs of Main Street. 


Building on Fourth Street, Hearne 

While the Houston and Texas Central 
Railroad reached Hearne before it 
reached Calvert, the north end of the 
city did not develop until after 1871 
with the arrival of the second railroad. 
[he junction of the new International 
and Great Northern with the earlier 
iracks caused the commercial center of 
Hearne to be reestablished several blocks 
north of the first business district. 

The two-story structure now occupy- 
ing Lot 15 on Fourth Street was built on 
(he site of an earlier commercial struc- 
ture in 1892, the date appearing with the 
name of the developer, J. M. Bailey, on 
the pressed metal pediment. Now occu- 
pied by the Smith- Welch Memorial 
Library and owned by the City of 
Hearne, this is one of the most ornate 
of the extant downtown buildings. The 
builder was a merchant in Hearne, but 
he sold the building in 1896 to a Mr. 
Sam Lipsitz who operated a dry goods 
store there, a use which continued under 
several ownerships until the late 1930s. 

Constructed on an inner-city block, 
the building is 25 feet 10 inches wide 
and 107 feet 4 inches long. The front is 
on Fourth Street and the rear has a dou- 
ble door onto a service alley, Unlike the 
Calvert store with its heavy brick and 
cast-iron front, the upper part of the 
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front facade is in pressed metal on a 
wood frame. The details are less precise 
than those at Calvert, but there is a char- 
acteristic Victorian robustness about the 
pseudo-classical elements. 

The conversion to the library in 1971 
included removal of the original shop 
front and canopy, but local residents 
recall wood-framed windows with a cen- 
tral, recessed double door. These were 
replaced by aluminum-framed windows 
with a single central door, a modification 
unfortunately typical of the lack of ap- 
preciation for the finer qualities of this 


LEFT: One of the wooden trusses which 
carry the gallery level of the Calvert Cotton 
Blossom. Note metal straps on truss, original 
electrical supply, and hanging rod in lower 
rieht-hand corner. BELOW: Axonometric 
of Smith-Weich Library in Hearne. 


building that has been evident in the 
physical changes made over the last 30 
years. 

The lower floor now has a cheap 
board ceiliog, and only by penetrating 
to the storeroom at the back of the 
library is one aware of a fine staircase 
in the rear left-hand corner of the build- 
ing (interestingly the same location as the 
staircase in 610 Main Street, Calvert). 
Once on the second level, another gal- 
leried second floor is revealed, making 
it clear that this is the same store illus- 
strated in J. W. Baker's History of Rob- 
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RIGHT: Gallery level in Hearne library. 
BELOW: Detail of balustrade around gallery 
level. Note heavy metal grille over original 
skylight area. BOTTOM: Interior of the 
Davison & Smith Dry Goods Store, now the 
Hearne library, date unknown. 
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ertson County as the Davison & Smith 
Dry Goods Store. 

The gallery details are not so elegant „ 
as in the previous example. The three- 
fourths-inch metal rods are exposed and 
there is no upper decorative band. 

[he rods run straight through the 

ceiling into paired two-by-eight ceiling 
joists and two-by-four roof rafters, the 
latter again with the typical low pitch 
common to commercial buildings of this 
period. Sometime before 1954, the de- 
teriorated condition of the building, com- 
bined with the apparent absence of any 
kind of structural response in the roof 
construction to the loads imparted by the 
gallery, necessitated the addition of two- 
and-a-half-inch steel pipe columns on the 
first floor to support the edges of the 
gallery. The flat ceiling inserted on the 
first floor was supported on two-by-fours 
wedged into the gallery opening and the 
subsequent abandonment of the upper 
floor has encouraged neglect and decay. 

Oral descriptions of a skylight and the 
evidence of the photograph in Baket's 
book were confirmed by examination of 
a metal erate in the second-floor ceiling. 
Behind this massive security grille, whose 
weight is pulling the ceiling joists away 
from the rafters, there is clear evidence 
of a boarded recess which was originally 
surmounted by vertical windows on four 
sides and covered with a simple pitched 
roof. Careful examination of the floors 
at the upper level, and of the sidewalls 
from outside, reveals that this building 
also gained additional light and ventila- 
tion through use of openings on the up- 
per floor, although these now have been 
closed. 


Conclusion 

J. W. Baker's History of Robertson 
County shows old photographs of two 
buildings of this type, both in Hearne. 
Oral history gathered in Hearne and 


Calvert suggests that as many as five 
existed in the two cities at the turn of the 
century. It is noteworthy that the two 
examples discussed here have much in 
common—dates of construction, plan 
form, interior spatial arrangement, three- 
part facade treatment, and use as dry 
goods stores for most of their existence. 

At a time when the internal atrium is 
being developed to monumental propor- 
tions, enthusiasm over a two-story space 
may seem out of place. Nevertheless, the 
skill of these Victorian builders in de- 
veloping a space which so effectively 
addressed the multiple issues of light, 
ventilation, and functional efficiency 
must arouse more than passing admira- 
tion. 


David Woodcock is a professor of architec- 
ture at Texas A&M University, where he 
teaches design and historic preservation, and 
serves as a Texas Architect contributing 
editor. He wishes to thank Mrs. Pauline 
Burnitt, the owner of the Cotton Blossom, 
Calvert; the City of Hearne and the City 
Librarian, Mrs, Caroline Cortemelia; and 
the student researchers: Cathy Swanteson, 
Luis Juarceui and Rabert Trabanino (Cal- 
vert study) and Susan Ada, Lee Brennan, 
Bill Burger, Don Jeffers, Sandra 1 
and Alan Sneed (Hearne study). Additional 
thanks are due to Sandra Mcllwain and 
Alice Macfarlane for their assistance with 
illustrations, and to the Robertson County 
Historical Commission for its continuing 
support of these studies. 
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New Exxon Headquarters 
Going Up in Houston 


Scheduled for completion in late 1980 
in Houston is a new 250,000-square-foot 
headquarters facility for Exxon Chemical 
USA, designed by the Houston firm 
Pierce Goodwin Alexander. 

Located on a heavily wooded 35-acre 
site bordered by I-10 and the 15300 
block of Memorial Drive, the facility will 
consist of two five-story, crescent-shaped 
buildings connected by three multi-level 
concourses and arranged so that the long- 
er of the two buildings overlooks a tree- 
lined, man-made lake. 


Exxon C hemical headquarters من‎ 


According to Exxon Chemical 
President Ray Nesbitt, the company is 
trying to maintain the favorable environ- 
ment offered by the wooded site by 
preserving as many of the existing trees 
as possible. 

The crescent-shaped geometry of the 
buldings, according to architects, is 
designed to maximize views of a Jand- 
scaped interior atrium, the lake and the 
site, as well as to conserve energy. Other 
energy-saving features include double- 
glaze tinted glass with insulating gaskets, 
an “economizer” on the air-conditioning 
system, and shade provided by existing 
trees on the site and by a covered parking 
lot on the top level of the building. 

Parking space is located on the first 
and fifth floors so that building users will 
have to travel no more than two floors to 
their offices, 

The facility, to accommodate some 
600 Exxon employees, will include a full- 
service cafeteria, a limited-service medi- 
cal facility and jogging trails. 


TDC Hospital 
Underway in Galveston 


A $31 million hospital for the Texas 
Department of Corrections (TDC), de- 
signed for medical education as well as 
inmate health care, is now underway at 
the University of Texas Medical Branch 
in Galveston. 
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TDC hospital, Galveston. j 


The 212,000-square-foot hospital, de- 
signed in joint venture by Bernard John- 
son Incorporated of Houston and Jessen 
Associates Incorporated of Austin, will 
feature a radiology suite, pharmacy, 
clinical lab, treatment-examination rooms 
and a physical therapy area. A 235-foot- 
long pedestrian bridge will link the new 
facility with the existing John Sealy Hos- 
pital, which will provide access to the 
inedical personnel and diagnostic facili- 
ties in Sealy and avoid duplication of 
ancillary services. 

Medical students will be permitted to 
observe and study the treatment admin- 
istered to the inmates, who will be trans- 
ported to the hospital from 17 TDC 
prison components. 

Rooms will be glassed in around a cen- 
tral core, similar to an intensive care 
unit, to allow for better patient observa- 
tion and security. The eight-story struc- 
ture was designed with shell floors for 
expansion, initially containing [44 beds 
with the flexibility to add 72 more. 

The Texas Legislature appropriated 
$40 million for the entire project, which 
will include a guard-housing facility. The 
hospital is scheduled to be completed 
in early 1982. 


The Quorum, Dallas. 


Construction Begins 
On ‘The Quorum’ in Dallas 


Scheduled for completion in May is 
the phase I infrastructure of The Quo- 
rum, a $250 million multi-use “business 
environment” in the Prestonwood area 
of north Dallas, master-planned by the 
Dallas office of Helmuth, Obatta and 
Kassabaum (HOK). 

Phase I of the project is a 72-acre tract 
southwest of the intersection of Dallas 
Parkway and Belt Line Road. Ground 
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was broken last September for streets, 
utilities, landscaping and lighting on the 
first phase parcel, which ultimately will 
include a 550-room hotel and a 90,000- 
square-foot shopping center, in addition 
to several mid-rise office buildings. 

The master plan calls for the total 
167-acre complex (including the adjacent 
Quorum North and Quorum West) to be 
subdivided into eight parcels ranging in 
size from two to 15 acres, and for the 
development to adhere to strict architec- 
tural, signage and environmental guide- 
lines. According to owners, protective 


covenants have been established to insure 
that all structures are compatible in ex- 
terior design, materials, size, placement, 
usage and landscaping. 

Phase I is scheduled for completion in 
1980. 


Fire Hall Renovation 
Nearing Completion in Austin 


Nearing completion in Austin is the 
renovation of Washington Fire Hall No. 
1, the city's first fire station, built in 
1868. 
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Washington Fire Hall No. 1, Austin. 


Architects of the Austin firm Archi- 
tectural Consortium are converting the 
three-story, 8,400-square-foot structure, 
located across the street from Austin’s 
historic Driskill Hotel, into downtown 
office space. In the process, architects 
say, the prime concern is to maintain an 
architectural compatibility with nearby 
historic landmarks. 

The building's facade will be retained, 
including canopies and a stucco veneer. 
The renovated interior will feature a 
two-story atrium and an enclosed mezza- 
nine on the second level overlooking the 
entry court. 

The project is scheduled to be com- 
pleted in the spring of 1980. 


News of Schools 


Workshops Scheduled 
At UT-Austin 


The University of Texas at Austin 
School of Architecture, Division of Con- 
tinuing Education, has announced the 
following professional devclopment 
workshops scheduled for January and 
February at the Joe C. Thompson Con- 
ference Center: 

* Urban Design and Strategic Policy. 
Jan. 18, will examine "contemporary 
issues of urban design and development 
strategies for the Central City." Fee: 
$100. (All fees include break refresh- 
ments, lunch and educational materials.) 

* Practice Management, Feb. 1, will 
explore "alternatives and develop skills 
in the use of professionals’ time and en- 
ergies in professional practice." Fee: $65. 

* Income Property Analysis, Feb. 8-9, 
will "present current techniques and con- 
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cepts of basic analysis of the financial 
leasibility of income-property projects." 
Fee: $350. 

* Passive Solar Energy Conservation, 
Feb. 15-16, will deal with the manage- 
ment performance report on existing 
passive solar systems, energy conscious 
design principles and passive solar eco- 
nomics. Fee: $50. 

* Masterspec, Feb. 20, will acquaint 
participants with specification systemiza- 
lion. Fee: $50. 

For more information on upcoming 
UT workshops, contact Lynn Cooksey, 
Continuing Education Coordinator, 
School of Architecture and Division of 
Continuing Education, Main Building 
2500, The University of Texas at Austin, 
Austin 78712. Telephone: (512) 471- 
31123. 


Brown Appointed 
l'rofessional Affairs Director 
At UT School of Architecture 


Austin architect 
and Texas Architect 
Editorial Consultant 
Hyder Ioe Brown, 
Jr., has been ap- 
pointed director of 
professional affairs 
at The University of 
'Texas at Austin 
School of Architecture. 

Brown's duties will include advising 
students on career matters, assisting with 
job placement, developing projects for 
the school, such as raising funds for 
academic Chairs in Architecture, and 
serving as liaison between the school and 
professional organizations. In addition, 
he will assist in preparing the school for 
the 1980 spring visit of the National 
Architectural Accreditation Board. 

After receiving his bachelor of archi- 
lecture degree from UT in 1951, Brown 
served six years as consultant in school 
architecture for the Texas Education 
Agency, practiced in California until 
1967, then returned to Austin and 
worked with the firms Brooks, Barr, 
Graeber and White and Day & Newman. 
From 1969 to 1978, he was senior asso- 
ciate and director of programming and 
development with the Austin firm Jessen 
Associates, Inc. He established his own 
firm in 1978. 

Long active in professional organiza- 
tions, Brown currently serves on TSA's 
Committee on Environmental Resources 
and Urban Planning and Editorial Policy 
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Committee and is a past president of 
TSA's Austin chapter. On the national 
level, he currently serves as a member 
of AIA’s National Judicial Committee. 
He also was named a panelist last year 
for the American Arbitration Associa- 
tion, headquartered in New York City. 


UT Regents Approve 
Architecture School Expansion 
At UT-Austin 


The University of Texas System Board 
of Regents has approved preliminary 


Features 
you'll like 
in Residential 


& Commercial 


kitchen 
ventilation 


Da Se: 


UT-Austin Architecture School Expansion. 


plans for long-range development of fa- 
cilities for the School of Architecture at 
UT-Austin. 

While approving preliminary plans for 
the $14 million project, Regents autho- 


O Convenient 
switches 


O Easy clean 
oil filter 


O Recessed 
light 
o Frosted glass 


o Custom units 
made to 
specification 


o Island 
O Conventional 


Sales 
& 
Service 


Open 7:30 
for your 
convenience. 


8225 Scyene Road 
Dallas, Texas 75227 
214/388-2126 
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rized only that a $12,350,000 first phase 
proceed to final plans. 

The first phase includes remodeling of 
Goldsmith Hall (the Architecture Build- 
ing) and Sutton Hall (now only partially 
occupied by the architecture school), and 
some new construction, including the 
addition of a lecture hall at the south- 
west corner of Goldsmith Hall and a 
spline or connecting huilding linking 
Goldsmith Hall and the West Mall Office 
Building. In addition, plans call for a 
plaza hetween Goldsmith Hall and the 
West Mall Office Building. 


. The 
Wallpaper Boo 


Is Now 
Available 


W. J. Hancock Wallcoverings 


1306 River St. 
214/637-1866 


1-800-442-7692 


Books 


Johnson/Burgee: Architecture, Text 
by Nory Miller, photographs by Richard 
Payne, Random House, New York, 118 
pages, $35. 

As explained in the introduction by 
Nory Miller, assistant editor of the AIA 
Journal, and illustrated throughout by 
Houston architectural photographer 
Richard Payne, the work of Philip John- 
son and John Burgee as the New York 
architectural firm Johnson/ Burgee has 


n 


Dallas 75202 


64 Circle 40 on Reader inquiry Card 


represented the best in either of their in- 
dividual careers, won them "every award 
that is given to architects and some that 
aren't," and stimulated international at- 
tention—favorable and otherwise—for 
more than a decade. Featuring 18 of 
their completed projects (along with 
three in progress), the book profiles most 
of what the firm has done since 1972, 
including the art Museum of South Texas 
in Corpus Christi, the Fort Worth Water 
Garden, Pennzoil Place and Post Oak 
Central I and II in Houston, and Thanks- 
Giving Square in Dallas. 

Twentieth Century Limited: Industrial 
Design in America, 1925-1939. Jeffrey 
L. Meikle. Temple University Press, 
Philadelphia, 249 pages, $17.50. 

The author, an assistant professor of 
English and American Studies at The 
University of Texas at Austin, explores 
the beginnings of the industrial design 
profession in America, the pervasive 
effect "streamlining" had on American 
society, and the wide variety of products 
themselves, from pencil sharpeners and 
electric fans to automobiles and city sky- 
scrapers. Meikle also describes how lead- 
ing industrial designers like Raymond 
Loewy, Norman Bel Geddes, Walter 
Darwin Teague and Henry Dreyfus con- 
sidered their designs a way to make the 
world “modern, efficient, well-organized, 
sweet, clean and beautiful.” 


News of Firms 


Henningson, Durham & Richardson 
(HDR) has announced the relocation of 
its Dallas office to 12700 Hillcrest Road, 
Suite 125, Dallas 75230. Telephone: 
(214) 980-0001. 

The Fort Worth firm Cauble-Hoskins 
Architects has announced the relocation 
of its offices to 600 Eighth Ave., Fort 
Worth 76104, Telephone: (817) 336- 
6008. 

Omni Consultants, Inc., Houston, has 
announced the addition of architect 
Chun Chuen Kwan to the firm. 

Paul Mayeux Architects, Inc., Hous- 
ton, has announced the relocation of its 
offices to 3D/ International Tower, 1900 
West Loop South, Suite 920, Houston 
77027. Telephone: (713) 627-8650. 

The Houston firm TMHI has an- 
nounced the addition of Robert Rich to 
its architectural staff and Julie Sleeper to 
the firm's interior design staff. 

Georgetown architect David L. Voelter 


Texas Architect 


has announced the formation of his firm 
David L. Voelter, Architect, 10914 E. 
Eighth St., Georgetown 78626. Tele- 
phone: (512) 863-9255. 

The Dallas firm Wheeler-Stefoniak, 
inc., Architects and Planners, has an- 
nounced the appointments of Ray Gar- 
rison, John Sholeen and Guy Wigington 
io vice president and Glen H. Campbell 
lo director of marketing. 

Houston architect Dennis W. Raino- 
shek has announced the opening of of- 
lices at the Hermann Professional Build- 
ing, 6410 Fannin, Suite 238, Houston 
77030. Telephone: (713) 790-0084. 

Firm members have announced the 
formation of the new Austin firm Archi- 
fectural Consortium, 3701 Guadalupe, 
// 105, Austin 78705. Telephone: (512) 
458-8169, Firm principal is Kenneth S. 
Ballew; partners are Bob Damron, Molly 
Farrel, Paul Hise and J. Patrick Roeder. 

l'he Dallas firm Leon Miller, Archi- 
tect, has announced the relocation of its 
offices to 14200 Midway Road, Suite 
115, Dallas 75234. Telephone: (214) 
239-9169. 

Austin architect David McCandless, 
Jr., has announced that he has rejoined 
the acoustical consulting firm Joiner 
Pelton Rose to work in the firm’s new 
Austin office at 512 E. Riverside, Suite 
105, Austin 78704. Telephone: (512) 
447-7844, 

little, Luther, Loving Architects, Abi- 
lene, has announced the associateships 
ol the following persons on its staff: Jack 
Harkins, project architect; Wayne Huff, 
project architect; Larry Janousek, project 
architect; and Les Price, project coordi- 
nator. 

Ihe Houston firm CM Inc., Construc- 
tors/ Managers, has announced the pro- 
motions of William J. Beal, Edward A. 
McManus, Mark Reinmiller and Donald 
B. Russell to senior managers. Reinmiller 
tilso has been named operations manager 
nnd Russell has been named business de- 
velopment director for the firm's new 
California regional office in Los Angeles. 

Pierce Goodwin Alexander, Houston, 
has announced that Steven Peters has 
been named a partner and that Michael 
Managan, Joe R. Milton, Charles M. Ogg 
and Jay D. Tonahill have been named 
associates in the firm. 

Fhe Fort Worth firm Kirk, Voich and 
Gist has aonoonced that Lynwood 
“Woody” Jekel has rejoined the firm as a 
project architect. 

WZMH. Habib, Inc., Architects, has 
announced the relocation of its head- 
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quarters from Boston to 1901 N, Akard, 
Suite 730, Dallas 75201. Telephone: 
(214) 747-3445. 

El Paso architect John Carson has an- 
nounced the formation of the firm Car- 
son Consultants, Inc., 6420 Escondido, 
Suite C, El Paso 79912. Telephone: (915) 
584-1104. 

El Paso architect James A. Wofford 
has announced his recent employment 
with the El Paso firm Foster, Henry, 
Henry and Thorpe, Inc., 414 Executive 
Center Blvd., Suite 7, El Paso 79902. 
Telephone: (915) 544-2891. 


The Houston firm Caudill Rowlett 
Scott has announced the appointments 
of two firm members to its board of di- 
rectors, two vice presidents and eight 
new associates. New board meinbers are 
Joseph W. Griffin and Truitt B. Garri- 
son; new vice presidents: John E. Kettle- 
man and Donald R. Chambers; and new 
associates: Bernard A. Ciulla, Jeffrey J. 
Conroy, John N. Cryer, James H. Ken- 
nedy, J. David McCoy, Steven A. Par- 
shall, Carlton J. Roberts and Thomas B. 
Zacharezyk. 


Granite. 
Beautiful for 
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Cold Spring granite is a natural for landscape applications. Its warm colors 
and natural textures blend beautifully with the environment. And at the same 
time, granite provides the designer with the flexibility he needs to create areas 


of unusual and lasting beauty. 


At Cold Spring we now have a wide variety of Module 
Pavers and Durax Blocks available. For more informa- 
tion, plus a packet of full color literature illustrating our 


products in use, cali toll free 800-328-7038. In Minne- |" 


sota, call (612) 685-3621. Or write to the address below. 


Cold Spring Granite Company, Dept. P 


202 South 3rd Avenue, Cold Spring, MN 56320 
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Leather It’s a natural... 


the ultimate in lasting luxury, beauty, 
comfort, quality and value... 
genuine leather and suede 
furniture by Exklusiv! 


CONTRACT 
INQUIRIES WELCOME. 
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C Gulernational Serra Colta Sue. 
TURTLE CREEK BUSINESS CENTER / 109 
1931 Industrial Blvd.. Dallas, Texas 75207, (214) 744-1269 


Located 2 blocks south of ANATOLE HOTEL 
HOURS: MON. thru FRI., 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.. SAT. 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. 
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In the News, continued. 


Industry News 


*CONDES 80’ in Dallas: 
A New Decade of Design 


Heralding a "new decade of design," 
the Dallas Contract/Design Show, 
"CONDES 80,” to be held Jan. 16-18 
at the Dallas Market Center in conjunc- 
tion with the Dallas Winter Homefur- 
nishings Market, features a variety of 
new contract furnishings introduced to 
the Southwest for the first time. 

In addition to professional seminars 
and programs on lighting, marketing and 
assorted other contract‘ design topics, the 
show offers a look at new products rang- 
ing from office furniture to power sys- 
tems to desk-top accessories. Following 
is a sampling of those products. most of 
which are being shown in showrooms on 
the sixth floor of the Trade Center, rep- 
resenting the latest in contract furnish- 
ings and providing architects and interior 
designers a hint of things to come. 

e Six new chairs by Novikoff, dc- 
signed by Wes Byrd, are featured in its 
sixth floor showroom: high- and low- 
back executive "positive" chairs, an ex- 


BOATRIGHT 


INC. 


(512)454-3641 


Traditionally a hallmark of luxury, 
recognized today for beauty and 
practicality, custom hardwood 
flooring from Boatright enhances 
home and office. 


Created from domestic or 
imported hardwood by Boatright's 
master craftsmen for interiors of 
timeless distinction. 


Austin, San Antonio, & South Texas 
4009 Marathon Blvd. Austin, Texas 78756 


Low-back pull-up chair, Novikoff. 


ecutive "task" chair, executive assistant 
chair and two heights of pull-up chairs. 
all comprising a new series “derived from 
the growing demand for greater comfort 
and luxury in office seating.” 

e Atelier International, Ltd., in its 
sixth floor showroom, introduces five 
new models in its "Le Corbusier Collec- 
tion," all reproduced by Al under license 
from Cassina of Italy. The circa-1929 
designs by Corbusier, in collaboration 
with Charlotte Perriand, include two- and 


Le Corbusier Collection, Al. 


three-set sofas which never before have 
been manufactured. 

* From Hoover Universal's Omni 
Furniture Division, featured in the Marl- 
borough-Lord showroom, comes “Om- 
nistation," a knock-down furniture sys- 
tem designed for use with CRT display 
terminals, teleprinters, digital retrievers, 
word processors and related electronic 
equipment. 


Oministation, Hoover Universal. 


January / February 1980 


Circle 44 on Reader Inquiry Card 


69 


E 


Paul Cadovius coffee tables, Cado. 


* Cado/ Royal Systems, Inc., in its 
new Oaklawn Plaza showroom, premiers 
to the Southwest a new "international" 
selection of fall furnishings, including a 
Poul Cadovius coffee table and free- 
stacking system from Denmark, a hand- 
cut end table from Colombia, wool rugs 
from Greece and Belgium and a seating 
ensemble from the United States. Also 
featured is a new Cado cabinet system. 

* New from Westinghouse ASD, in 
its sixth floor showroom, is the "Westing- 
house Power and Communication Sys- 
tem" for the open plan office, featuring 


Power system outlet, Westinghouse. 


outlets "only where they're needed," 
infeed components, two circuits per 
panel, symmetrical panels, fold-down 
raceway plates and "plug-in flexibility." 
* From Herman Miller, Inc., through 
its sixth floor showroom, comes the new 
"C-Forms" modular wood furniture sys- 
tem, designed by Don Chadwick in re- 
sponse to the need for freestanding wood 
furniture that can meet requirements of 


C-Foarms furniture system, Herman Miller. 


the open plan as well as the private office 
space. Also new from Herman Miller is 
the "Acton Office Energy Distribution 
System" designed to pravide energy dis- 
tribution and wire management in the 
modern automated office. 


70 


e Hayworth Inc., in the Hayworth 
Showroom, introduces its “Tricircuit 
Era-i" powered panel system for open- 
plan interiors, integrating three 20-amp 
electrical circuits within compartmental- 
ized base raceways "to meet virtually any 
open office power requirement." 


Tricircuit Era-1, Hayworth, 


* Featured by Habitat in the Van 
Sant showroom, among other things, is a 
fluorescent lighting system, designed by 
Paul Mayén, made of seamless aluminum 
tubing and finished in polished chrome 


Fluorescent lighting, Habitat. 


(also available in polished brass, "satin" 
bronze and high-gloss red, yellow or 
white). The system can be pendant- or 
wall-mounted. 

* In its recently opened showroom on 
the sixth floor, Davis Furniture Indus- 
tries is showing for the first time any- 
where its "Exec Chair" series, a system 
of executive, clerical and secretarial seat- 
ing scaled for open plan, private office 
and conference areas. 


Exec Chair series, Davis Furniture. 


* [n the new Bob Gray Showroom, 
Probher is presenting a new series of 
chairs and open plan office installations, 
featuring the "Aspen Chair," the “Hous- 
ton Chair" and the "Dallas Chair," along 
with the "Advent III" open office system. 


= 
Advent HI open office, Probber. 


e From Curtis Products Ltd., comes a 
new chair series called "Cosmos/ 800," 
in the Marlborough-Lord showroom, de- 
signed to be lightweight and compact, 
and dimensioned for systems furnishings. 


Cosmos/800, Curtis Products. 


e Desk and office accessories 
from Peter Pepper Products in the sixth 
floor Glenn Hennings showroom include 
file trays, calendars, pen sets, book ends, 
waste baskets, wall clocks and magazine 
racks, all in oak or walnut. 


Desk top accessories, Peter Pepper. 


* And examples of more than a dozen 
lines of Canadian contract office and 
institutional furniture are featured in 
suite 629 on the sixth floor, presented 
hy the Canadian Department of Indus- 
try, Trade and Commerce. 
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INSPIRATIONS 


s new Gallery Collection of luxury bathroom fixtures and fittings combines crisp, 


contemporary styling with distinctively appealing colors to inspire new dimensions in 


The Gallery Collection 


complements and enhances virtually any decor. 


A COLLECTION OF INSPIRING BATHROOM DESIGNS 


To demonstrate the versatility of The Gallery Collection, Eljer commissioned the creation of a 


, 


. With graceful, classically simple contours 
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collection of dramatic new bathroom designs called “Inspirations”. 
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Spanish Smooth Red 
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Americana Earth Gray 


Mission Granada Flash 


Williamsburg Forest Green 


Ludowici-Celadon 
offers clay roof tile 
in more shapes, 
sizes, textures and 
colors than any 
other company 

in the world. 


The unique variety of our clay 
tiles is highly adaptable to many 
different building applications. 

We are experiencing a renais- 
sance for clay roofs. Thereisa 
revival of this durable roofing 
material among architects and 
builders across the country. 
They recognize the value of the 
Ludowici roof system in which 
vitrified clay tile is a lasting, 
armor against sun, snow, wind 
and rain...defying not only tem- 
perature but decay and erosion. 

Owners can enjoy both 
versatile service and significant 
energy savings for their con- 
structions with our products. 

We are proud to produce for 
discriminating architects, build- 
ers, and owners a timeless pro- 
duct, a masterful variety of tiles 


for traditional, modern and in- 
novative architecture. 

Create a masterpiece. An 
architectural expression that is 
succinctly individual and one 
that will defy the passage of time. 

For further information, 
write or call: 


LUDOWICI-CELADON 


Division of CSC, Incorporated 
201 North Talman 
Chicago, IL 60612 * (312) 722-7700 
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THE UNDERGROUND SPACE CENT! | 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 


SEM‏ يم 


Co-Sponsored by The AMERICAN UNDERGROUND-SPACE ASSOCIATION 
MINNESOTA SOCIETY AMERICAN INSTITUTE of ARCHITECTS 
MINNESOTA SOCIETY of PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 


EARTH SHELTERED HOUSING CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION 
April 9, 10, 11, 1980 The Leamington Hotel, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


CONFERENCE 
The focus of this conference and exhibition is 
HOUSING, both single and multi-family. Major con 
lerence presentations will primarily consist of 
selected papers and practical sessions, Technical 
sessions will inciude research exploring such 
issues as heat transfer, building codes, and at- 
titudes aboul living in earth-shellered homes 
Practical sessions will provide experiential, hands- 
on advice on insulating, waterproofing, financing, 
etc. Master Classes will provide an opportunity to 
consult with a "master" (an experienced ar- 
chitect. engineer or builder) on earth-sheltered 
building plans. These sessions in combination with 
tours of earth-sheltered buildings and time spent in 
the exhibit hall, will bring you the Underground 
Space Centers most comprehensive earth- 
sheltered housing program to date 
EXHIBITION 

For the first time anywhere, an earth-sheltered 
housing EXHIBITION will be held to provide an op- 
portunity for architects, engineers, contractors 


Registration Fee: 


$95.00 — before April 8th 


and suppliers to display their products or services 
related in any way to earth-sheltered construction 
The exhibition will be held at The Leamington dur 
ing the conference: it will be open free to all 
registrants and to the interested public for an ad- 
mission fee 

AND ANNOUNCING: A DESIGN COMPETITION 
Small, Earth Sheltered Residential Community 
In cooperation with the Minneapolis Public 
Schools, a real competition site has been chosen 
to represent a typical school site that might be 
vacated (flat two-block area, bordered by a park) 
Designs should be for moderate income housing 
Project could become reality on the site chosen 
but that decision would be independent of the 
competilion 

Entry fee: nominal. Winners to be announced and 
all designs displayed at the conference, selected 
designs to be published in ARCHITECTURE MIN- 
NESOTA, the official conference program. 

For details and site plan contact Underground 
Space Center 


$125.00 — at door $ 45.00 — daily rate 


For further information, call or write: Underground Space Center, 11 Mines and Metailurgy, 221 Church 
Street, S.E., Department of Civil and Mineral Engineering, U of M, Mpis., MN 55455, (612) 376-1200 


We invite any exhibit that relates particulary to earth-sheltered housing. If you provide design, land- 
scaping or structural engineering services, build earth-sheltered homes; or manufacture and distribute 
waterproofing systems, insulation products, alternative energy systerns, and building materials used 
especially in earth-sheltered construction, etc., please write for an exhibition prospectus to 

Fourth and Cedar Streets, St. Paul, MN 55101 


Attn: Jeanne Severson 


TLH Associates, Inc., Suite 900, Minnesota Building 
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We put the 

finishing touches on 
Frank Lloyd Wright's 
masterpiece. 


Despite the concerned and diligent 
efforts of the Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy, decades of intense 
weathering and constant exposure to 
water had taken a heavy toll on Frank 
Lloyd Wright's famous " Fallingwater ” 
A five-year-old coat of paint was 
blistered and peeling, and much of the 
concrete was pitted and spalled. 

Because of its artistic and historic value, restoration stchiteets nd Martin said omen 
took the absolute E corrective and protective measures possible. They specified that 
Thoro System Products be used throughout. 

After sandblasting, contractors Mariani and Richards 
brought the surface back to its original form with Thorite, a 
non-slumping, quick-setting patching material (mixed with 
Acryl 60 for enhanced bonding and curing). 

Then the entire home was covered with Thoroseal. 
Thoroseal is harder and more wear-resistant than concrete, 
me waterproof, and bonds so tenaciously that it 
becomes an actual part of the 
wall. Permanently locking 
out moisture and dampness. 

To match the original 
architects’ color specifica- 
tion, a coat of Thorosheen 
masonry paint was applied 
over the Thoroseal. 
An ounce of prevention and a pound of cure. 

We're Thoro System Products, and when it comes to 

IE _ restoring or protecting an 
architects designs in 
masonry and concrete, 
we've been doing it better 
and more often than 
anybody else for over 65 
years. 

For further information, write, detailing your specific needs. 


THORO 
Tae] SYSTEM 
*Thoroseal, Acryl 60, Thorite and TP PED. = PRODUCTS? 


are registered Trademarks of Standard Dry. Wall Products Standard Dry Wall Products * Dept. AIA 795 
©1979, Standard Dry Wall Products Main Office: 7800 N.W. 38th Street, Miami, Florida 33166 
Western Office: 38403 Cherry Street, Newark, California 94560 
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Texas Dealers 


Best Service Building Materials 
P.O. Box 17821 

San Antonio, Texas 78217 
512/349-4301 


Blue Diamond Company 
P.O, Box 15787 

Dallas, Texas 75215 
214/428-1331 


Builders & Contractors Materials Co. 
P.O. Box 26190 

Dallas, Texas 75226 

214/742-6902 


Builders Equipment & Tool Co. 
P.O. Box 8508 
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Austin, Texas 78664 
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P.O, Box 357 
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P.O. Box 7 

El Paso, Texas 79990 
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P.O. Box 489 

Lubbock, Texas 79408 
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Featherlite Corporation 
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Midland, Texas 79702 
915/684-8041 


Featherlite Corporation 
P.O. Box 67 

San Antonio, Texas 78109 
512/658-4631 
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Hotel is a Hotel is a Hotel 


Humor by Braden 


This issue of Texas Architect is about 
hotels and the design thereof. I call this 
to your attention because I know that 
on receiving the magazine, the vast ma- 
jority of 7A readers immediately flip 
hack behind the Reader Inquiry Cards 
and the Eljer Plumbing fixture ad to this 
column to see what could possibly be 
humorous about today’s world. 

After 15 years as a “lecturer” on the 
rubber chicken circuit it is difficult for 
me to see any humor at all in hotels. 

In all probability, | have personally 
suffered every indignity and vicarious 
thrill the hotel industry can offer. I have 
been quartered in rooms so small that 
when you closed the door the knob got 
in bed with you. I have stayed in resort 
hotels so large that by the time you got 
to your room you owed two days rent. 
One room in New Mexico had a great 
view—on a clear day you could see the 
dresser. 

I have dined at so many hotel banquet 
tables that I now suffer lymph lung, 
from the table cloths in those places; but 
at least I’m a charter member of Chicken 
Kievs Anonymous. I know everything 
about the frailties of two pipe air condi- 
tioning systems, and PA systems that 
fade into oblivion like the standard issue 
counterfeit whipped cream on the choco- 
late mousse. To date, my experience tells 
me only that a hotel is a hotel is a hotel. 

When it comes down to the nitty gritty, 
I probably know more about hotels than 
any architect in America, dead or alive. 
If John Portman had my knowledge, 
God only knows what he could come up 
with in the design of his next Regency 
Ayatollah. After all, a hotel needs to be 
more than a residence with a hole in it. 
Atriums are okay, but how about that 
$85 a night—and they are calling you a 
guest! As in public education, hotel de- 
sign today obviously needs to get back 
to basics. 


Prior to beginning schematic design, 
the fledgling hotel architect must re- 
search and hecome thoroughly familiar 
with the necessary ingredients, cliches, 
and motifs which are apparently stan- 
dard requirements in all hotels today. 
Among other things, they include proper 
accommodation for the following indi- 
viduals: 

* A desk clerk whose primary mission 
in life is to be unable to locate your 
reservation. He never heard of you, and 
obviously enjoys your discomfort, be- 
cause he feels bad too. 

* A bellman who insists on carrying 
your 15-cent newspaper for a 75-cent tip. 

* A wake-up telephone operator who 
is a sadist. 

* A manager who is never there. 

* A Gideon Bible opened to a passage 
which places you in mortal fear of sin- 
ning during your stay. 

* A maid, with a highly developed 
sense of intrusion, who has been exten- 
sively trained to pass-key your door 
while you are standing there naked. 

* A room service clerk who can speak 
only through an interpreter. 

* An engineer who can't fix anything. 

The hotel must also provide physical 
facilities for: 

* A 14th floor that is really the 13th 
floor. 

* Four bars of soap so small they are 
totally useless. 

* Plastic drinking glasses that leak 
when you drink out of them. 

* A television set that doesn't “hold” 
vertically. 

* A bathroom tile which has been in- 
scrihed and fired with those immortal 
words of Conrad Hilton: “Please place 
curtain inside tub before showering." 

* A toilet seat that has been certified 
sanitized for your "convenience and pro- 
tection." (How do you guess they do 
that?) 


75 


e Light fixtures which can accommo- 
date only 25-watt bulbs. It is rare for a 
"guest" to stay in a hotel long enough to 
go completely blind, and this saves tons 
of energy for America (and manage- 
ment). 

e Closets equipped with hookless 
clothes hangers—a device equaled in its 
ingenuity only by the dry ballpoint pen 
in your desk drawer. A quick check of 
Interpol indicates that no one has ever 
stolen a hookless clothes hanger or a dry 
ballpoint. 

e Exhaust and/or circulating fans 
which possess sufficient audible charac- 
teristics to make sleep impossible. Bath- 
room fans should always be linked with 
the light so the guest listens to it whether 
he wants to or not. 

Once the above program requirements 
have been achieved in your plan, simply 
wrap them around an atrium of not less 
than 22 stories and voila!—you have a 
hotel. The only big decision left is where 
to put the revolving bar. 

The finer nuances of hotel knowledge 
can probably be accrued only after con- 
siderable experience in the field. It took 
me years to understand that the medicine 
cabinet and the toilet should always be 
placed in such a location as to insure 
that opening the medicine cabinet door 
automatically knocks the guest's electric 
razor into the toilet. 

But it goes without saying that there 
are great hotels in this world which have 
achieved commendable success without 
following any of the criteria listed above. 
Having put myself on a plane with 
Duncan Hines and the Mobil Travel 
Guide, I pray that you and your great 
good friend experience the following in 
your lifetime: 

* New York City: Algonquin Hotel— 
a country inn in the heart of Manhattan. 

e San Francisco: Stanford Court— 
brand new, old traditional of the first 
water. 

e Georgia: the Cloister at Sea Island 
—an American experience. 

e Cernobbio Italy: Villa d'Este— 
have your heart checked for achievable 
stress levels before looking out the win- 
dow. 

* Mackinac Island Michigan: The 
Grand Hotel— the last of the great rail- 
road resorts. 

1 also recommend the George V in 
Paris. I never stay there, but rich archi- 
tects do. 


Braden is a Dallas architect and a Texas 
Architect contributing editor. 
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BIG MAN IN 


STRUCTURAL STEEL 


Reliable. Competent. Respected. 


Take your pick. 

They all describe Jorge Abi 
Rached, Class A Fitter in 
Mosher' s San Antonio plant. 

Born in Tampico, Jorge 
emigrated to the United States 
in 1952 and went to work in the 
steel business two years later. 
He's been contributing to 
Mosher's success ever since — 
making certain tbat the thou- 
sands of tons of steel he works 
on meet the Mosher standard of 
quality in every respect. 

The print he's checking is for 
a massive column to be used in 
building an aluminum plant in 
South Carolina. When that steel 
arrives as scheduled on the site. 


it will fit like a glove. Because 
Jorge Rached cares about the 
kind of job he does. 

Mosher's reputation as the 
big name in structural steel is 
unequaled. 

And it's people like Jorge 
who kgep it that way. 


STEEL COMPANY 


Home Office and Plant 
P.O. Box 1579, Houston, 77001 
(713) 861-8181 


Plants in Dallas, San Antonio, Tulsa 


A Trinity Industries Company 
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Texas Architect 


The Federal Penitentiary, Alcatraz Island, California. originally constructed of brick masonry: completed 1909; evacuated 1963. 


"Okay, its durable. But design-wise, its too confining” 


There is no myth to 
the durability of masonry 
buildings. Lasting exam- 

ples are everywhere. 

Before, to get that 
durability, you had to 
accept imprisoning 
design restraints, and 
base your concepts 
on intuition. 

‘Today, technology 
has released masonry 
buildings from the 
shackles of thick, mas- 


sive bearing walls. Your 
creativity is freed to 
explore composite 
structural systems, 
panelization, or load- 
bearing masonry. 

The exoskeletal 
nature of loadbearing 
masonry virtually elimi- 
nates duplication of 
support and finishing 
components common to 
other building systems, 
which can mean 


less initial cost. 

And, thanks to its 
inherent thermal lag 
properties, masonry costs 
less to heat and cool. And 
less to maintain and in- 
sure, meaning long-term 
savings for the owner. 

So, before making 
the age-old mistake of 
writing off masonry as 
too confining, write us for 
the real truth. Contact 
Gregg Borchelt at the 


Texas Masonry Institute. 
(713) 629-6949. Or 
write PO. Box 42097, 
Houston, Texas 77042. 
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Contributing cities include Austin, Corpus Christi, Dallas, Ei Paso, Fort Worth, San Antonio, Temple/Waco and Wichita Falls. 
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| ff exceptional furniture for the home and office . . . 
| 1 A 3210 eastside st., houston, texas 77098 (713) 522-7820 
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